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June 2026 

 

I would like to take a moment to thank our outgoing board members, Christian Rich 

and Paul Kasten. They both have served multiple terms on the board and on the 

program committee and have both volunteered their time, talents and churches for 

programs and meetings. Thank you, Paul and Christian for your service and 

dedication to the Milwaukee Chapter and the American Guild of Organists. We 

have two members who continue on the board, Michael Batcho and Lee Erickson, 

and we welcome Dr. Kelly Kazik to the board with terms beginning July 1. Officers 

that are continuing are Sub Dean David Bahrke, and Dean John Schubring. Thank 

you everyone for your commitment to the AGO and the Milwaukee Chapter, and I 

look forward to seeing what we can accomplish in the next two years. 

 

You will see on the first two pages of PipeNotes the announcement of the 2026 – 

2027 program year. Please take time to look over the events and put the dates down 

on your calendars! If you would like to register for any of the events, the QR codes 

are active and working. If you have problems with any of the QR codes, please let 

either me or David Bahrke know, and we will get it taken care of. If you are 

registering for the Organ and Church tour and using a credit card, please know that 

you do not need to give a donation to Zeffy. You can set the donation to Zeffy to 

zero when you pay. Thank you to the program committee and Sub Dean David 

Bahrke for all of the hours of work on the upcoming program year. 

 

Thank you to all of our co-sponsors for the past year, without your support we 

would not be able to offer the quality programming that we offer. We cannot forget 

our patrons, without your generous and consistent support for the Milwaukee 

Chapter we could not afford to move forward with programming events of 

significant quality and bring the organ and its music to southeastern Wisconsin. 

Thank You! 

 

John Schubring 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Chapter Directory 

www.agomilwaukee.org 
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Chapter Officers 

Dean 
John Schubring 
715-212-3078 

dean@agomilwaukee.org 
- 

Sub Dean 
David Bahrke 
414-232-6717 

subdean@agomilwaukee.org 
 

Secretary 
Sharon Adel 

secretary@agomilwaukee.org 
 

Treasurer 
Richard Ewert 

treasurer@agomilwaukee.org 
 

Registrar 

David Bahrke 
registrar@agomilwaukee.org 

 

Executive Board  

 
Class of 2026 

 
Michael Batcho 
Lee Erickson 

Paul Kasten 
Christian Rich 

 
Class of 2027 

 
Marilyn Schrader 

Mary Seboldt 

J. Craig Sproat 
 

 
North Central Regional 

Ambassador 
Dr. Catherine Rodland 

northcentralra@agohq.org 
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June 2026 
 

10 (Wed) 12:15 Karen Beaumont, Organ 
The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 
812 N. Jackson St 
Milwaukee, WI 

 

10 (Wed) 12:15 Dr. Stephen Schnurr, Organ 
Lunchtime Organ Recital Series 
St. Thomas Episcopal Church 

226 Washington St 
Menasha, WI 
 
12 (Fri) 12:00 Tim Handle, Organ 

Music on the Hill Series 
St. John the XXIII 

St. Mary’s Site 
446 Johnson St 

Port Washington, WI 
 

17 (Wed) 12:15 Dr. Benjamin Stone, Organ 
Lunchtime Organ Recital Series 

Lawrence Memorial Chapel 

510 E. College Ave 
Appleton, WI 
 

19 (Fri) 12:00 Scott A. Schmidt, Piano 
Jazz Standards 
Music on the Hill Series 

St. John the XXIII 

446 Johnson St 
Port Washington, WI 

 
20 (Sat) 3:00 Rick Ewert, Organ & Dr. Aaron Wunsch, Piano 

A Concert for America 

Elm Grove Lutheran Church 
945 Terrace Drive 
Elm Grove, WI 

 
24 (Wed) 12:15 Karen Beaumont, Organ 
The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 
812 N. Jackson St 

Milwaukee, WI 
 
24 (Wed) 12:15 Dr. Derek Nickels 

Lunchtime Organ Recital Series 

Holy Cross Catholic Church 
309 Desnoyer St 
Kaukauna, WI 
 

26 (Fri) 12:00 Andy Smith, Piano, and Vocal 

Contemporary Christian 
Music on the Hill Series 
St. John the XXIII 

446 Johnson St 
Port Washington, WI 
 
28 (Sun) Command Performance Big Band 

Gary McWithey Concert Series 
Brookfield Congregational UCC 
16350 Gebhardt Rd 

Brookfield, WI 
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AGO NAMES NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 

Following an extensive nationwide search, Cathy Brigham has been selected by 
the National Council to serve as the AGO’s next Executive Director.  
 

Cathy will assume her duties on July 1. She succeeds James Thomashower, who 
will be retiring after 28 years of service to the Guild. 
 

A lifelong AGO member and active organist, Cathy brings decades of experience in 
national nonprofit leadership, member engagement, educational assessment, data 

analysis, adult education, and organizational strategy. 
 

Most recently, Cathy served as Special Projects Advisor to the President at the 
American Association of Colleges and Universities, where she also held an interim 
leadership role in member engagement. In that capacity, she expanded outreach to 

members, recruited new members, supported a major technology transition, and 
served as a lead data analyst for association-wide initiatives. 

 

Previously, Cathy spent more than thirteen years at the College Board, where she led outreach to academic affairs 
offices nationwide, developed ambassador networks, and managed multiple advisory boards. She also has deep 

experience in adult education and lifelong learning through her work with the Council for Adult and Experiential 
Learning, and as Dean of Adult Education at Concordia University Texas. Earlier in her career, Cathy was a Folklife 
Specialist at Texas Folklife, overseeing arts-in-education programming in public schools. 
 

Cathy holds a Ph.D. and M.A. in Folklore and Ethnomusicology from Indiana University Bloomington and a B.Phil. 

from Miami University in Ohio. Her doctoral research examined popular country music and fan communities in 
LGBTQIA+ and emerging online spaces. 
 

A classically trained pianist and organist, Cathy lives in Chapel Hill, North Carolina, with her husband and their two 
dogs. Outside of work, she enjoys reading, gardening, baking, and participating in her local curling club.  
 

AGO members will have their first opportunity to welcome Cathy at the AGO National Convention in St. Louis. She'll 
be attending the convention, and a special meet-and-greet opportunity is planned for Wednesday, July 8 in the 
exhibit hall, following the evening recitals. 
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National News and Events: 

 

 

 

Get It In Writing: Contracts for Church Musicians 
 

The AGO Committee on Career Development and 
Support offers an introduction to the Provisions for 
Employment Agreements for Church Musicians in 
Religious Institutions, a FREE resource available 
exclusively for AGO members. 
 

Click here to watch the recording. Click here to 
download the FREE model contract provisions. 

 

  

 

 

Miss any of the AGO National Webinars? You can find them here: Webinars 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALL FOR SPEAKERS: AGO 
VIRTUAL PEDAGOGY 
CONFERENCE 
 
Proposals are now being accepted for the 
second annual AGO Virtual Pedagogy 
Conference, Oct. 8–10. This year's theme is 
"The Organist's Toolkit," and programming will 
focus on teaching methods, technology 
integration, resources, and repertoire to 
inspire organists at every stage of their 
careers. Click here to learn more and 
submit your proposal by July 8. 

 

  

 

https://lqmzt67ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wNWiPkRLmXsnafS0eAxZQW5EGKKOE9mDzmvsdJlsGO9qljzL9aoTm9gAVmQxPIR7qSJrTMCmaJGwoup6QtT6Ghq28UKd48Jb_iFJ8WSnzLInLtTvChYwHLcVcz4mueXBQjxGjgVpXvWn6VdEdLVkf5NowRPFHbujtwXFdKBk2c5HwYk-UwrZSkn6UPK2AH0sQXFwZmlbk34=&c=Ui8S-07s34nnq75NIZRc1YOPWP6cdUbIHBtDwyJGrwYUucMXvfrXKA==&ch=QNS4Nac2j_PvKRVYn4RADzgPbpSpsq0dLM8WAl9Kbk1A5E3BZzhkww==
https://lqmzt67ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wNWiPkRLmXsnafS0eAxZQW5EGKKOE9mDzmvsdJlsGO9qljzL9aoTm9b2aZimKpmcvVvEK0U1zcUH1_lcK0TtIsIYrzh4Jxph09foorGY3r6MjJP8IumafulDfoFDkfYUQg5yL_Dvuet2rM0mvLAv78qxJjLoPzA-rwp2CvLvc6nI5QUvCS7BxWvzpaiyG5JckBjq_DDoufRWY7PorSeP5BdAh3E2qifg8v6jc7AxwC4VRe3gQ6NfKn1G-LoGFWmqvQSImSeAC7OF-RyMCLc3IA==&c=Ui8S-07s34nnq75NIZRc1YOPWP6cdUbIHBtDwyJGrwYUucMXvfrXKA==&ch=QNS4Nac2j_PvKRVYn4RADzgPbpSpsq0dLM8WAl9Kbk1A5E3BZzhkww==
https://agohq.org/Ago/Ago/Education/Webinars.aspx?hkey=b8396ac5-5f2a-4c1e-b7e4-d571360442c1
https://lqmzt67ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wNWiPkRLmXsnafS0eAxZQW5EGKKOE9mDzmvsdJlsGO9qljzL9aoTm4WprkM-sRxFd34aOW9hu1UXIdl7MqTpBjHH-JaM4xlc-lbZv5W5JCM-i5lFP2PbqJdM5P9enmysA4_N-TLoDuwx846yaH86C06Rr-EoNQTw&c=Ui8S-07s34nnq75NIZRc1YOPWP6cdUbIHBtDwyJGrwYUucMXvfrXKA==&ch=QNS4Nac2j_PvKRVYn4RADzgPbpSpsq0dLM8WAl9Kbk1A5E3BZzhkww==
https://lqmzt67ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KPZrDJXcVV1-mwGsg6Eji2KCfMCA8A6jh-y_6F7np_aB8ctUfvjGaafFza7HRv9NykeTxGHXCr1EKIfC9oRnQyLinyHuN6RsUailTSYGDFQPHIwFq42fsMFN2U-5HOZH3mIYfqngc6GAUIqwB4SKEGXeH_cSy89PyX1rbuGhNuSlL-RGzgBGRHUcKWyqLhecRtY8p4NgMLuUCeYYRDHcJA==&c=WecxFWzAwt3E39Sfxd8MOWOnhS2CB5a5Y0e1spdT4CwFYQv71cuOag==&ch=8Ec2twI5cdYNlZX6158TdExZmJtWNP0XUJeDtMOYRwlb7KIOe_aCyg==
https://lqmzt67ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KPZrDJXcVV1-mwGsg6Eji2KCfMCA8A6jh-y_6F7np_aB8ctUfvjGaZzjjSoVLITk5Avk9DgAWu9sv0Bvcib8yS7DXxnO8mCHV78d8U3vbmUXiPLnxU94irS7I8BmJty48vpywonGcnPlbQ2qz1vjghUoydKHmA8B&c=WecxFWzAwt3E39Sfxd8MOWOnhS2CB5a5Y0e1spdT4CwFYQv71cuOag==&ch=8Ec2twI5cdYNlZX6158TdExZmJtWNP0XUJeDtMOYRwlb7KIOe_aCyg==
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Membership Renewal 

 
Many of us still have a June 30/July 1 Renewal date for our membership. 

Just a reminder that renewals are managed through the national office. 

You can renew your membership on the nation website, www.agohq.org, or by calling  

(212) 870-2310.  

 

If you would like to make a donation to the Milwaukee Chapter, we ask that you use the 
Milwaukee Chapter website, www.agomilwaukee.org. 

 

Your membership includes many benefits at the national level including: 

 

 

10% OFF PURCHASES 
 
  

 
15% OFF FOR NEW USERS 

  

 

5% OFF BUNDLE, EVENT & 
STREAMING LICENSES 

 

 

$40 OFF ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 
  

http://www.agohq.org/
tel:2128702310
http://www.agomilwaukee.org/
https://agohq.org/Shared_Content/ContactManagement/Individuals/AccountPage.aspx?WebsiteKey=2c1256dd-d862-4589-a3bb-bf01944f5581&893b614b6538=4#893b614b6538
https://agohq.org/Ago/Membership/Member-Discounts
https://agohq.org/Shared_Content/ContactManagement/Individuals/AccountPage.aspx?WebsiteKey=2c1256dd-d862-4589-a3bb-bf01944f5581&893b614b6538=4#893b614b6538
https://agohq.org/Shared_Content/ContactManagement/Individuals/AccountPage.aspx?893b614b6538=4#893b614b6538

