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SAVE THE DATE!
MAY 8, 2026 — 7:30 pm
All Saints Cathedral
818 E. Juneau Ave
Milwaukee, WI
National Competition in Organ Improvisation Winner
Jerrick Cavagnaro

www.jerrickcavagnaro.com
www.agomilwaukee.org
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Chapter Directory
www.agomilwaukee.org
chapter@agomilwaukee.org

Chapter Officers
Dean
John Schubring
715-212-3078
dean@agomilwaukee.org

Sub Dean
David Bahrke
414-232-6717
subdean@agomilwaukee.org

Secretary
Sharon Adel
secretary@agomilwaukee.org

Treasurer
Richard Ewert
treasurer@agomilwaukee.org

Registrar
David Bahrke

reqgistrar@agomilwaukee.org

Executive Board
Class of 2026

Michael Batcho
Lee Erickson
Paul Kasten

Christian Rich

Class of 2027

Marilyn Schrader
Mary Seboldt
J. Craig Sproat

North Central Regional
Ambassador
Dr. Catherine Rodland
northcentralra@agohg.org
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INSPIRATION

Riedel enhances worship by inspiring the dynamic
expression of speech and sound. By blending art and
science we help silence unwanted noise and enrich

the fuliness, presence and clarity of speech and music.

Pipe organ consultation provides comprehensive

guidance for the restoration, rebuilding, or relocation of
existing organs, as well as the design of new
instruments, large or small.

RIEDEL

hear the difference.

Scott R Riedel & Associates, Ltd.
819 North Cass Street
Milwaukee, WI 53202-3908
P:(414) 771-8966

F: (414) 771-0138

E: consult@riedelassociates.com
www.riedelassociates.com

Acoustical Design & Testing
Organ Consultation & Inspection

Organ Maintenance & Tuning

Sound & Video System Design, Evaluation, & Training

David Bahrke

Orgarust

Music and Choral Director
Funerals - Weddings
Substitute Musician
Music Events

dbahrkeiime.com
414-232-6717
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March 2026

15 (Sun) 6:00 Dr. Alex Jones

Music, Memory, and Breaking New Ground
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

914 E. Knapp St.

Milwaukee, WI

19 (Thurs) 7:00 MSO Brass Ensemble
Music at Historic Trinity

Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church

1046 N. 9t St

Milwaukee, WI

21 (Sat) 12:00 Curt Sather, Organ
Bach’s Birthday Organ Recital
Trinity Episcopal Church

1717 Church St

Wauwatosa, WI

20/21 (Fri/Sat) MSO J.S> Bach
St. Matthew Passion
MSO Bach Week
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New Organs Renovation Restoration Tuning
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" u a r Follow us on social media!
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Pipe Organ Builders

(J Hear our organs on Spotify!

+++available for+++
RECTFRES

SERVICE PLAYING
ORGAN LESSON

+++experienced+++
ORGAN RECITALIST
CHURCH MUSICIAN
ORGAN TEACHER

® 414-276-0499 (land line)
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© kmbeaumont@hotmail.com

8 http://karenbeaumontorganist.mysite.com

Contact us for a comprehensive evaluation of your needs.

® New Instruments ® Tuning s J!

e Restorations ® Emergency Service ! i A
® Rebuilds ® Releathering "““l [“ ““

® Relocations ® Console Upgrades

® Tonal Additions ® Solid State Conversions

® Revoicing ® Consultations

*® Fire Restorations ® Water Damage Repair

708-544-4052 @ info@berghausorgan.com @ 2151 Madison St., Bellwood, IL 60104 @ www.berghausorgan.com
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

Liz Walloch, Archivist/Historian
archivist@agomilwaukee.org

This month’s Archive article is a part 2 of last December’s article celebrating the 25" anniversary of the Sipe
tracker organ at Ss. Peter and Paul in Milwaukee. As I originally researched for the December article, I came across
two other Sipe pipe organ installations that were documented in our Archives.

Two Additional Robert Sipe Pipe Organ
Installations Complete the Trio in Southeast Wisconsin

The story of both of these Sipe pipe organs installations began years earlier with each church forming an
Organ Committee. The Organ Committee started the discernment process of repairing their existing
instrument versus a new pipe organ instrument installation. The long wait for St. Luke United Methodist
Church in Sheboygan became a reality in 2001. In 2003, First Immanual Lutheran Church in Cedarburg
brought the fruits of their labor to reality with their installation. Both churches were now able to lead
worship with these fine instruments built by Builder Robert Sipe.

The Archives did not offer vast information on the St. Luke’s installation or dedication of this new pipe
organ installation. However, it was added as a proposed church to visit during the Annual Organ Crawl.
When the final decisions were made, the Sipe pipe organ at St. Luke’s was included on the list for the
Chapter’s 2003-2004 Organ Crawl. The fall date of Saturday, November 8, 2003, offered a full day of
exploring pipe organs north of the Milwaukee area. There was plenty of open console time for those
wishing to play on these instruments. The line up for the day included:

With a 9 am gathering to leave time from the Brown Deer Road Park & Ride Lot, the day was set in a
musical rhythm.

St. John’s Lutheran in Fredonia, a 2 manual 13 rank Steiner-Reck — 10 years old.

St. John’s Lutheran in Random Lake, a 2 manual Kilgen — 100 years old

A lunch to break bread with members gave pause for connecting and meeting new members and friends
over lunch.

St. Luke’s United Methodist Church in Sheboygan, a 3 manual Sipe — 2 years old

Grace Episcopal in Sheboygan, 3 manual Schoenstein — new

The crawl wrapped up at 4 pm with a return to the park & Ride lot.

Source: Newspaper Clippings Events Print (NCEP) 2003, pg. 84.
I found a recap of the Organ Crawl in PipeNotes written by member Larry Roou.

“Did You Miss the Bus?

A small, but eager group of Milwaukee AGO members and Friends boarded a deluxe motor coach for a
day’s organ crawl to the north of Milwaukee...John Behnke, our tour director for the day spoke briefly
about” the instruments visited. “Following lunch in Sheboygan...we visited the new Robert Sipe recently
installed in St. Luke’s United Methodist church. Again, we had a brief introduction, and everyone enjoyed
a time of open console...Such a wonderful day” returning “to Milwaukee by 4 pm, as some of us had to
play a Saturday service. Don’t miss the bus the next time!”

Source: PipeNotes December 2003-January 2004, pg. 37.
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Source: St. Luke United Methodist Church webpage.

Two years following the installation of the Sipe pipe organ at First Inmanuel Lutheran Church in
Cedarburg, the Chapter hosted a Members’ Concert on April 24, 2005, at 3 pm.

“Join us in historic Cedarburg to enjoy the splendor of the new Sipe Pipe Organ and to support our
members.

Join us at First Immanuel Lutheran Church in Cedarburg for our AGO Milwaukee Chapter Annual
Meeting held prior to an outstanding concert by our own outstanding Milwaukee Chapter Organists. The
Members’ Recital will feature organ with solo instruments or voice.”

Source: PipeNotes March 2005, pg. 27.

“A huge thank you to all the performers at our very successful Members’ Recital held on Sunday, April 24

at First Immanuel Lutheran Church in Cedarburg. Over 200 people came out this day to enjoy the diverse
program from our members and friends, and to hear the glorious Robert Sipe Organ.”

Source: PipeNotes May 2005, pg. 20. FIRST IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
CEDARBURG, W1

NEW PIPE ORGAN SPECIFICATIONS
ROBERT L. SIPE ORGAN BUILDERS, DALLAS, TX
mmusmmm&m 37 Registers 67 Stops

NREARRRREORD

Source: First Immanual Lutheran Church Webpage.
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Program

Members’

Lenten Prelude Charles Callahan oo Tk <
Commumnion Charles Callahan seillement (Recollection) NoelGallon 18911966

Thanksgiving Prelude  Charles Callahan thapsody for Flute and Organ John Weaver 1967-

Recital Stephen Hibbard, Organ ity
Sarah Hibbard, Flute

Partita on “Not Unto Us” Hildegarde Fischer

Solo VIII, Opus 1, 1n e mimnor John Stanley Haldegarde Fischer, Organ
Allegro-Adagio Menuet/Allegro Dale Sauth, Flugelborn
Milwaukee Chapter _ Hildegarde Fischer
' Dawid Beyer, Organ Continuo

Hildegarde Fischer, Organ
Susan Horn, Violinist Sarsh Hibbard, Flute

American Guild of Organists Joyce Christie, Cello
Fantasy on “A Maghty Fortress” Hildegarde Fischer

Hildegarde Fischer, O
Apnil 24, 2005 i ran
Chorale Gott der Vater wohn uns bex Johann Ludwig Krebs 1713 1780
Clarino und Orgel 2 clavier e pedale

1* Immanuel Lutheran Church
Cedarburg WI Thomas Christie, Trumpet
Dawid Beyer, Organ

Source: (NCEP) 2005, pgs. 133-135.

In 2008, the Sipe pipe organ of Cedarburg was on the program for the annual Organ Crawl which was also
hosting an Open House with organ builder Nolte Organ for this combined event. The day of the week for
most of the prior Organ Crawls were Saturdays, but in 2008 the day for this combined event was a
Sunday, April 6 starting at 2 pm. The afternoon musical adventures included:

Nolte Organ Building in Milwaukee for an Open House starting at 2 pm to see the newly completed three
manuals, four rank practice instrument.

Onward the next crawl stop was Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary in Mequon for 3:30 pm to see the
renovated chapel and their Martin Ott organ.

The travels continued north to visit St. Francis Borgia North Catholic Church in Cedarburg at 4:15 pm for
their Schantz organ.

The 2™ stop in Cedarburg was First Inmanuel Lutheran at 4:45 pm to view and hear the Robert Sipe
organ.

The final stop of the afternoon was at Advent Lutheran Church at 5:15 pm to view the Karl Wilhelm
organ.

With a program that involved traveling, it offered the option to take part in all or part of the afternoon
crawl. Though no motor coach was hired for this event, carpooling was an option to accommodate those
interested in attending along with maps of each church’s location. The afternoon events concluded with
dinner in Milwaukee to share highlights, socialize with members and friends making the afternoon’s
musical adventures a part of the history of our Chapter.

Source: PipeNotes March and April 2008, pgs. 19 and 26.

If any readers of PipeNotes know of other Robert Sipe pipe organ installations in Wisconsin, send me the
details, my email address is at the beginning of the article.

So, until next month, my countdown to spring, March 20 eagerly awaits after a very snowy winter this
year!
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NEW AGO MILWAUKEE CHAPTER WEBSITE!

We have finally launched the new website for the Milwaukee Chapter! If you have not taken a look yet,
please do. You will still find all of the same information on this website as on the old website, in fact, you
still go to the same web address, www.agomilwaukee.org, to access the site. If you are a Milwaukee
Chapter member, you will have access to the members’ only section. To log in, you will need to use the
email address that you use with the national AGO office, as our databases are now linked. To get your
password the first time you login you will need to hit forgot password and you will get a link sent to you
to reset your password. After you reset your password, you will be able to login to the members’ only
section.

If you would like to list an event on the new website, please still email, either event@agomilwaukee.org
or pneditor@agomilwaukee.org, and please include a picture of the performer or venue, so we can have it
included in the listing.

If you find something that needs to be updated or corrected, please email webmaster@agomilwaukee.org
or dean@agomilwaukee.org. In your email copy the website page address in the address bar, so we know
which page it is, copy the text of what it is that needs to be corrected/updated, and email it to the above
email address. Thank you for your patience as we too are learning the new system!

John Schubring

Choir Director
Conductor
Organist

Pianist

Concerts and Recitals
Funerals and Weddings

Worship Services

Lee Gwozdz Availability:

(414)299-8888 Weekdays: Daytime, Evening
gwozdzlee@gmail.com Weekends: Daytime, Evening
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AGO TO HONOR CRAIG
PHILLIPS, MAY GALA TICKETS
NOW ON SALE

Internationally-acclaimed composer, organist, and
conductor Craig Phillips will be honored at

the 2026 AGO Endowment Fund Distinguished
Artist Award Concert and

Gala Reception on Friday, May 8, 2026, at All
Saints' Church in Beverly Hills, Calif. Gala tickets,
along with sponsorship and advertising
opportunities, are now available. Click here to
learn more and purchase your ticket.

AGO HOSTS DOCUMENTARY
PREMIERE, TALKBACK WITH
FILMMAKER

Log in to Zoom on Monday, March 30 at 7 p.m.
ET for the premiere of the documentary,
"BachWalk: Early Musical Journeys of Johann
Sebastian Bach." The 27-minute film imagines
the 250-mile route young Bach may have walked
from Arnstadt to LUbeck to hear the most famous
organist of the time, Dietrich

Buxtehude. Filmmaker Eric Marin and

organist Christoph Bull will join us afterwards to
discuss the film. Click here for more information
and to register.

ATTENTION AGO MEMBERS: Reqister today — Rates go up on
March 31

Hyatt Regency St. Louis at {

YOUNG ORGANISTS: Scholarships are available for
Convention Registration and Housing
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