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CUW Organ Students featured in Catherine Rodland Masterclass 
 

Three organ students of Dr. Craig Sproat will perform for Dr. Catherine Rodland, Artist in Residence - Organ and Theory at 

Saint Olaf College, in a Masterclass on Saturday, February 21, from 10:30 am to 12:15 pm. The event will be held in the 

Chapel of Christ Triumphant at Concordia University Wisconsin, 12800 N. Lake Shore Drive, Mequon, WI. Chapter members 

and guests are welcome to attend. There is no admission fee.  

 

Parking is available in Lots A and B. Entrance to the Chapel is only through the Welcome Center. The outside Chapel doors 

will be locked. Please allow 10 minutes after parking to reach the Chapel via the Welcome Center doors and internal campus 

hallways. Wheelchair transport will be available. Follow signage. 

 

Masterclass Students and Repertoire 

 

Christal Hopfensperger – CUW Graduate Student 

J. S. Bach: Prelude and Fugue in C Major, BWV 547 

 

Timothy Conner – CUW Senior Student 

Herbert Howells: Three Psalm Preludes, Op. 32 

Set One - III. Psalm 23:4 

 

Aaron Mudge – CUW Freshman Student 

Joh. Brahms: Eleven Chorale Preludes, Op. 122 

Selected Chorales 

 

 

Please see the concert flier with a campus map in this issue of PipeNotes or download it from www.agomilwaukee.org. 

 

Bring piano and organ students. Come support these organ students on Saturday, February 21st. 

 

 

 

Don’t Miss the Catherine Rodland Organ Concert: An Afternoon of Musical Brilliance Awaits 

 
Music lovers and cultural enthusiasts, mark your calendars! Sunday, February 22nd at 3:30 PM, the Steiner-Reck Pipe Organ 

in the Chapel of Christ Triumphant at Concordia University Wisconsin, 12800 N. Lake Shore Drive, Mequon, WI, will come 

alive with the thunderous, majestic sounds of the 68-rank pipe organ in a concert you won’t want to miss. The event promises a 

mesmerizing experience featuring acclaimed organist Dr. Catherine Rodland, Artist in Residence - Organ and Theory at Saint 

Olaf College. 

 

The program includes beloved classics by Bach, Buxtehude, and Mendelssohn, as well as works by women composers, 

including Fanny Hensel (nee Mendelssohn), Ethel Smythe, Florence Price, Nadia Boulanger, and Cecelia McDowell. 

 

All are welcome—whether you’re a lifelong fan or new to organ music, you’ll be treated to an unforgettable afternoon of music 

and hymn singing. AGO Milwaukee Chapter members receive complimentary admission by checking with the Ticket 

Sales Manager at the Door. Purchase additional Guest tickets at the door or online for $ 10 each. 

 

https://events.hometownticketing.com/boxoffice/cuw/L2VtYmVkL2V2ZW50LzQ4NQ%3D%3D 

 
Concordia University Security Policy requires all persons to access the Chapel of Christ Triumphant at The Welcome Center 

Entrances, then follow the internal corridors and signs. The outside Chapel doors will be locked. Please see the concert flyer 

with a Campus Map in this issue of PipeNotes or download from www.agomilwaukee.org. 

 

Join us for a celebration of artistry, tradition, and community spirit.  
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February 2026 
 

13 (Fri) 7:30 Karol Mossakowski, Organ 

St. Chrysostom’s Church 

1414 N. Dearborn Parkway 

Chicago, IL 

 

15 (Sun) 1:30 Karen Beaumont, Organ 

St. Hedwig’s Church 

1702 N. Humboldt 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

21 (Sat) 10:30 Catherine Rodland 

Master Class 

Chapel of Christ Triumphant 

Concordia University- Wisconsin 

12800 N. Lake Shore Dr 

Mequon, WI 

 

22 (Sun) 3:30 Catherine Rodland, Organ 

Concert 

Chapel of Christ Triumphant 

Concordia University-Wisconsin 

12800 N. Lake Shore Dr 

Mequon, WI 
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Chapter Officers 
Dean 

John Schubring 
715-212-3078 

dean@agomilwaukee.org 
- 

Sub Dean 
David Bahrke 
414-232-6717 

subdean@agomilwaukee.org 
 

Secretary 
Sharon Adel 

secretary@agomilwaukee.org 
 

Treasurer 
Richard Ewert 

treasurer@agomilwaukee.org 
 

Registrar 
David Bahrke 

registrar@agomilwaukee.org 
 

Executive Board  

 
Class of 2026 

 
Michael Batcho 
Lee Erickson 
Paul Kasten 

Christian Rich 
 

Class of 2027 
 

Marilyn Schrader 
Mary Seboldt 

J. Craig Sproat 
 

 
North Central Regional 

Ambassador 
Dr. Catherine Rodland 

northcentralra@agohq.org 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 
Liz Walloch, Archivist/Historian 

archivist@agomilwaukee.org 
 

It’s February, a 28-day month this year, no leap year! With plenty of material to share, Part 3 is ready for us to explore the 

varied musical offerings of the month. Let the music lead the way.  
 

Musical Offerings from the Month of February, 

The Early Years, 1920-1959 

Part 3--(1946-1950) 
 

To set the stage for the first event in 1946, I found this announcement in the Meeting Minutes of November 11, 

1945, by the Dean that the date for the Student Auditions would be held on February 2 at Kenwood Methodist 

Church.  All Chapter members in good standing must announce their students’ intentions before January 15, 1946. 

Those students placing the highest score at their audition will be included in a program to be held at St. Mark’s 

Church under the auspices of the Chapter at 4 pm February 17. In prior years, these Student Recitals were held at 

Kenwood Methodist, but this is the first year the winners will play their programs at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church. 
 

Source: Binder 3 1940-1959 Correspondence, Report 

 

The performers on this program were “students 

of Guild members representing the teaching of 

Sister M. Clarissima, OSF, AAGO, Mr. Lyman 

L. Nellis and Mr. J.K. Christensen. In the 

auditions held February 2, Mr. Toepher placed 

first, Mr. Bernauer second and Miss Langford 

third and Miss Rohr fourth. The Guild 

Committee on Student Activities consisted of 

Mrs. Oscar Kirchner, Chairman, Dr. Herman 

A. Nott, and Mr. Earl P. Morgan.” 

 

Source :  Binder 3 1940-1959 Correspondance, 

Reports, etc. 

 
The next three years of February programs were 

just highlighted in last month’s PipeNotes article on 

the former Grand Avenue Congregational Church 

and Irish Cultural Heritage Center.  

 

 

The first concert at Grand Avenue was by Ernest White on February 16, 1947. 
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The second concert at the Grand Avenue was in Leap Year, February 29, 1948, with E. Power Biggs. 

 

 

 

Recitalist Wilbur Held played an organ program on January 30, 1949, which was followed by two days of Master 

Classes on Monday, January 31 and Tuesday, February 1, 1949. The February 1st location was Immanual Lutheran 

Church. No. 18th Street and W. Meinecke. The Master Class covered topics of Organ repertoire for the church 

service, registration, improvisation in the church service and more. Members’ price to attend was $2.00 a session, 

non-members $2.50. The price per session was worth the insights to learn from a renowned organist like Wilbur 

Held. 

 

The third concert at Grand Avenue was by Alexander Schreiner on February 27, 1949. 

 

 

 

 

Source: Binder 1 1920-1953 Newspaper Clippings, Events 

 

This next February event featured Chapter member, Dr. O. M. J. Wehrley. He was celebrating his twenty-fifth 

anniversary in a special way with an organ recital at the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Redeemer. In February 

1925 Dr. Wehrley became organist after completing his studies at the American Conservatory of Chicago in music 

and Marquette University in dentistry.  
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Dr. Wehrley has led the chapter as Dean, has served on committees of Programming, Finance, Advisory, Concert 

Patron, Special War Memorial and Organ Advisory. “Redeemer Church has broadened its horizon in more ways 

than one during the past twenty-five years, but one of its outstanding 

musical developments during that period has been the enlargement and 

improvement of its organ to its present capacity. The program on this 

occasion has been prepared to utilize the many resources of this fine 

instrument.” 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Binder 1, 1920-1953 Newspaper Clippings, Events 

 

 
 

This brings us to the final concert in Part 3 with recitalist Mario Salvador in concert on February 19, 1950, at St. Joseph’s 

Convent Chapel. Being one of the most noted recital organists of the day, he has received international acclaim for his 

outstanding musical performances. His music studies began at the age of 5 and studied organ in Rome and theory at the 

Pontifical School of Sacred Music receiving the Licentiate Degree in both Gregorian Chant and Organ. Upon his return to the 

United States in 1933, he completed his academic education at Loyola University, Chicago and continued musical studies at the 

American Conservatory of Music receiving his Master of Music Degree. Of note, during his time in the Army, stationed in 

Italy, he played a series of organ concerts at various Basilicas and drew large audiences. In 1946 with his discharge from the 

Army, he returned to the St. Louis Cathedral position and in 1949 was conferred a Degree of Doctor of Music from Montreal 

University. He has been deemed through the United States for his recitals and his organ compositions haven been met with 

acclaim. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Binder 1, 1920-1953 Newspaper Clippings, Events 
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As I put a wrap on Part 3’s February events, I would like to add how fortunate our Chapter has been for the committee’s work 

to host these recitalists. The more I research the Archives for topics and background information it has shown and continues to 

show the spirit of organ music through the decades. For me, reading the programs and program notes brings me into the circle 

of reliving the event. The art of presenting a recital, the instrument to be played on, the craft of the musician came together note 

by note. The concert day is the culmination of hours of input and practiced passages. Being in the audience, we take in the 

finale of master organists who share their musical gift and musical skill from the organ bench for the Glory of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s almost Here! 

 

Over the last 10 months we have been working with a local company, Designs Touch, to update and 

rework the technology that the chapter uses. We have completed the changeover to Google workspace for 

email addresses. We no longer are clogging our own personal email boxes with our AGO emails, emails 

are not getting lost in the forwarding system that we were using previously. The next step is the launch of 

the new website in the next week or two. You will still go to www.agomilwaukee.org and it will take you 

to the new site. There will be a member’s only section, that you will need to login to (watch for 

instructions when it launches on how to login). The members’ section will still contain minutes from the 

most recent board meeting, the minutes from the last annual meeting, the operating procedures, job 

listings, and the members’ directory. As with everything new there will be a learning curve, so bear with 

us as we too are learning the new website and system that goes with it. We are excited to share the website 

development and improvements with you over the next few weeks, so stay tuned and watch for the 

updates! – John Schubring 

http://www.agomilwaukee.org/

