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February AGO Weekend with
Catherine Rodland at
Concordia University

Plan to attend two engaging music events at Concordia University — Chapel of Christ
Triumphant featuring Dr. Catherine Rodland, Artist in Residence — Organ and Theory at
Saint Olaf College.

Organ Master Class

Saturday, February 20™, 10:30 a.m.
Students of Dr. Craig Sproat, CUW
Associate Professor of Organ

Open to AGO Members and their Guests

Organ Concert

Sunday, February 21%, 3:30 p.m.

Music composed by: Fanny Hensel (nee

Mendelssohn), Ethel Smythe, Florence Price, Nadia Boulanger, Cecelia McDowell, J.
S. Bach, Dietrich Buxtehude, and Felix Mendelssohn. Audience Hymn Singing.

Check the member email and February PipeNotes for more details about the Master Class
Repertoire, Students, and the Sunday afternoon Organ Concert.

Catherine Rodland Biography

Catherine Rodland, whose playing has been described as “transcendent” (The American
Organist), is Artist in Residence at St. Olaf College. She graduated cum laude with
departmental distinction in organ performance from St. Olaf in 1987.

She received both the MM and DMA from the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, NY
where she was a student of Russell Saunders. At Eastman, Catherine received the
prestigious Performer’s Certificate and the Ann Anway Award for excellence in organ
performance. She is a prizewinner in several competitions including the 1994 and 1998
American Guild of Organists Young Artists Competition, the 1994 Calgary International
Organ Competition, and the 1988 International Organ Competition at the University of
Michigan for which she received first prize. She concertizes extensively throughout the
United States and Canada.

At St. Olaf Catherine teaches a full studio of organ students as well as music theory and ear
training classes. She performs regularly at St. Olaf, in 2007 dedicating the new Holtkamp
organ in Boe Memorial Chapel and performing as a featured soloist with the St. Olaf
Orchestra and the St. Olaf Band. These performances were released as CDs through St.
Olaf Records. In 2010 Catherine released two CDs: “Dedication”, and “American
Weavings”, the latter recorded in Boe Chapel at St. Olaf College with violist and duo
partner Carol Rodland. The Rodland Duo is managed by Concert Artists Cooperative.

1989 Steiner-Reck Organ

Chapel of Christ Triumphant
Concordia University — Wisconsin
12800 N. Lake Shore Drive
Mequon, WI
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January 2026

31 (Sat) 6 :00 Dr. Marie Rubis Bauer, Organ
St. Paul’s Catholic Student Center

723 State Street

Madison, WI

February 2026

15 (Sun) 1:30 Karen Beaumont, Organ
St. Hedwig’s Church

1702 N. Humboldt

Milwaukee, WI

21 (Sat) 10:30 Catherine Rodland
Master Class

Chapel of Christ Triumphant
Concordia University- Wisconsin
12800 N. Lake Shore Dr
Mequon, WI

22 (Sun) 3:30 Catherine Rodland, Organ Concert
Chapel of Christ Triumphant

Concordia University-Wisconsin

12800 N. Lake Shore Dr

Mequon, WI

David Bahrke
Organist

VI

INSPIRATION

Riedel enhances worship by inspiring the dynamic
expression of speech and sound. By blending art and
science we help silence unwanted noise and enrich

the fuliness, presence and clarity of speech and music.

Pipe organ consultation provides comprehensive

guidance for the restoration, rebuilding, or relocation of
existing organs, as well as the design of new
instruments, large or small.

Scott R Riedel & Associates, Ltd.
819 North Cass Street
Milwaukee, Wi 53202-3908 - —
P: (414) 771-8966
F: (414) 771-0138 '
E: consult@riedelasscciates,com hear the difference.
www.riedelassociates.com
Acoustical Design & Testing
Organ Consultation & Inspection
Organ Maintenance & Tuning

Sound & Video System Design, Evaluation, & Training
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Music and Choral Director
Funerals - Weddings
Substitute Musician
Music Events

dbahrkeiime.com
414-232-6717
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New Organs Renovation Restoration Tuning
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+++available for+++
RECTIFRES

SERVICE PLAYING
ORGAN LESSON

+++experienced+++
ORGAN RECITALIST
CHURCH MUSICIAN
ORGAN TEACHER
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© kmbeaumont@hotmail.com

8 http://karenbeaumontorganist.mysite.com

T ™

ipe Organ Builders

Contact us for a comprehensive evaluation of your needs.

® New Instruments ® Tuning : “h

e Restorations ® Emergency Service ! W A
e Rebuilds e Releathering | ‘ d JJ ’”]
® Relocations ® Console Upgrades '“ “ “r ”I

® Tonal Additions ® Solid State Conversions
® Revoicing e Consultations
*® Fire Restorations ® Water Damage Repair

708-544-4052 @ info@berghausorgan.com @ 2151 Madison St., Bellwood, IL 60104 @ www.berghausorgan.com
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

Liz Walloch, Archivist/Historian
archivist@agomilwaukee.org

Happy New Year! The Archives is starting off in a GRAND way this month. An interesting news story this fall
caught my attention. We all are familiar with the Irish Cultural Heritage Center (ICHC) located on 21 and
Wisconsin Avenue. The news story spoke of how the ICHC was going up on the market for sale. Before the [CHC
were the owners of the location, it was the site of the Grand Avenue Congregational Church, GAC. I knew from
prior searching that our Chapter hosted recitals, and workshops in the earlier years building “A Grand Heritage” for
our Chapter and the church community. One of our former members, Dennis Janzer, has a history with both the
GAC and ICHC so I invited him to be my co-contributor for this month’s PipeNotes.

A Grand Heritage
for the Grand Avenue Congregational Church,
the Irish Cultural Heritage Center and our Milwaukee Chapter
by Liz Walloch and Dennis Janzer

In the beginning...

Prior to settling at the 21 and Wisconsin Avenue location, the congregation of the Grand Avenue Congregational
Church, (GAC) worshiped in rented space downtown on Broadway. As their community grew, this led to the
church’s first permanent church building in 1848 on North Broadway and Wells. In 1852 the church purchased the
former first Congregation Church at what is now North 2" and Wells and remained there until 1854 until the
property was sold to the Methodist Society. The church then didn’t have a place to worship until 1859 when their
new church building was built at 6™ and Wisconsin. In 1881, the church was renamed the Grand Avenue
Congregational Church. By 1887, the church community made their last move to their present site at 21* and
Wisconsin Avenue. This final move was the result of the central business district replacing the residential
neighborhoods that had moved westward along Wisconsin Avenue. The purchase price for the parcel of land on 22™
and Wisconsin Avenue was $13,200 and the church teamed up with architect Edward Townsend Mix. He designed
a Romanesque Revival style house of worship using Wauwatosa limestone. This new place of worship offered
galleries with seating capacity of 1200 to 1500. The price to construct this church building was $59,000 and was
dedicated in May 1888. This site would be the church’s worship location for over a hundred years. In the years that
followed the initial construction, there were additions to the church proper in 1907, 1930 and 1935. A congregation
rooted on the principals of community service contributed to Milwaukee’s cultural and social development. One
event that stands out for the whole community and the city was Dr. Martin Luther King’s speech delivered there
when he visited Milwaukee in 1957. With the capacity to fill up to 1500 in the worship area, its large auditorium
was a key location to host public meetings similar to Dr. King’s speech. Throughout the church’s decades, the
community took an active role in the social and political issues of the day. The congregation started a tradition of
ecumenism in 1902 by hosting a joint Thanksgiving service of Christians and Jews. In 1914, activist Helen Keller
and her teacher Annie Sullivan took to the stage and wowed the crowd with a lecture entitled “The Heart and the
Hand: The Proper Use of the Senses.” A joint service held in 1945 with St. Mark’s African Methodist church
continued to highlight the principals of community needs and services. With declining membership, church leaders
were proactive with their decision to keep the community connection and transferred ownership of the building in
1996 to the Irish Cultural Heritage Center, (ICHC) of Wisconsin for the price of $1.00 with the GAC congregation
dissolving in 1997. The ICHC was founded in 1992 and through their ownership years have taken care to preserve
the building’s original materials and historic character hosting Irish music and dance performances, organ concerts,
and Easter Rising Mass. The church was added to the National Register of Historical Places in 1986.

Source: Wisconsin Historical Society website www.wisconsinhistory.org
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The earliest association of the GAC and our Chapter that I found in the Archives is dated April 17, 1923, at the
GAC with a recital by artist Charles Courboin and chapter member, Mr. Carl Mueller assisting. Three years later on
October 10, 1926, to honor his tenth anniversary as Organist and Director of Music at GAC, Mr. Carl F. Mueller
played his 75" recital at 4 pm. A program of Musical Vespers on March 5, 1933, at 4 pm welcomed our chapter
members as special guest musicians along with Graydon Clark, Director leading the choral works.

It was during the1940s, our association with GAC took off with a non-stop list of recitals with some artists hosting
multiple master classes following the recitals. The following is a distilled list of artists who played recitals at the
GAC building our Chapter’s presence in the Milwaukee area and showcasing the beauty of the Kimball pipe organ
at the church. The Chapter announced a Recital Series starting on Veterans Day, November 11, 1945, Dr. Emory L.
Gallup, of Evanston IL playing a 4 pm recital followed by being guest presenter at the supper and business meeting
at Ascension Lutheran Church discussing the art of simultaneous playing and directing. A similar recital was played
by Mr. Ernest White from New York City on January 27, 1946, at 4 pm which was at followed by a Master Class
held at Ascension Lutheran at 8 pm, which was then followed by a reception at the home of the Dean, Mr. John K.
Christensen. The following two evenings were devoted to master classes presented at 8 pm on January 28 at
Immanuel Evang. Lutheran and January 29 at Redeemer Lutheran. The cost for members to attend the master class
was $5.00 for members and $7.00 for non-members and individual sessions $2.00 and $2.50, respectively. The final
recital in this series was on March 24, 1946, at 4 pm. The Wisconsin Chapter hosted a recital by Mr. Edwin Arthur
Kraft of Cleveland OH. The prices of the Series Ticket were $2.00 or a single admission at $0.76 tax incl.

Sources: News clippings, Events Binder 1 1920-1953 (NEB1), pgs. 3, 6, 67, and 236.
Chapter Yearbook, 1945-1946, pgs. 7-10

As one Artist Recital series ended another was ready to announce the dates with recitalists. In 1947 Walter Baker,
Organist was in recital on Sunday, January 19, 1947, at 4:15 pm The next artist, Ms. Claire Coci found it necessary
to cancel her tour date due to illness and was replaced with Ernest White of New York on Sunday, February 16,
11947,at 4:15 pm. He also conducted Master classes on February 16 and 17 at 8§ pm.

Recitalist Walter Baker played two recitals in the same year, playing his second recital program on Sunday,
November 2, 1947. The third in the Artist Recital Series was the one and the only E. Power Biggs of Cambridge
Mass, distinguished radio, and concert organist on February 29, 1948, at 3:30 pm. The price of this concert
increased from $1.00 to $1.50 which included tax.

Sources: News clippings, Events Binder 1 1920-1953 (NEB1), pgs. 341, 344, 348

The brilliant La Berge artist, Catherine Cozier performed a recital on Tuesday, September 25, 1948, with a members
and guest reception at the home of the dean Mrs. Chester Muth following the recital.

In January of 1949 Wilbur Held, faculty of Ohio State University played a recital program on January 30 at 8:15
pm, which was followed by two evenings of master classes on January 31 and February 1 with Immanuel Lutheran
Church listed as one of church’s location for an 8 pm master class.

Following the next month, the Chapter hosted yet another recital with Alexander Schreiner from the Mormon
Temple of Salt Lake City on Sunday, February 27, 1949, at 8:15 pm. A members and guest reception at the home of
the Dean following the recital.

Source: Chapter Yearbook, 1948-1949 pgs. 5-6

The GAC hosted a recital by Mrs. Laurel B. Walkins on September 24, 1961, at 5:15 pm
and was followed by the Fall Business Meeting and Supper.
Source: Chapter Yearbook, 1961-1962, pg. 10

In these early years of the Chapter, the GAC was the location in great demand for artist’s recitals. As a relatively
young Chapter hosting a full slate of recitals each year was a huge commitment and labor intense accomplishment
of the Chapter’s committees. Hats off to their dedication for offering the Milwaukee community such fine artists
and mentoring organists with master class opportunities. Here is an interesting fact, from the Chapter Yearbook of
1945-1946 there were 103 active members in the Chapter. Teamwork creates dreamwork for the success of these
recitals at GAC and our Chapter’s presence in the community.
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In the1960s as the Chapter roster grew in membership, there was a shift in locations for various programs, recitals
and business meetings casting a wider net into the circle of Chapter members’ churches.

In the 100 + years of the GAC’s active congregation, there have been a good number of musicians who have led the
music program. In the Archives I found a handful of musician names who served at GAC. They include Mr. Milton
Rusch, who was Organist at GAC for 30 years, Mr. Carl Mueller, who served for 10 years, Mr. James Bauman, Mr.
Halbert C. Heath, Mr. Timothy Baker, and Mr. Dennis Janzer, who was organist and curator of the organ for 16
years.

J3 of Interest from GAC’s Musician Dennis Janzer...

Dennis Janzer, organist, recitalist, and curator of the pipe organ at GAC and ICHC sent me a wealth of facts and
background information to share on the pipe organ during his employment. He started in his ministry in 1983 as
organist at GAC. Each year he presented 5 or 6 concerts yearly until the church disbanded in 1997. Having
relocated to Miami in 2000, he returned to Milwaukee to be curator of the pipe organ and presented one or two
concerts through 2015. In his time at GAC, he presented over 100 concerts that ranged from solo, with soloists and
small to large ensembles. Highlights include the annual Phantom Phavorites Halloween concert, the annual Messiah
Sing-Along, and a July Patriotic concert featuring the 1812 Overture. The GAC premiered Dennis’ 1* Organ
Concerto with the UWM Orchestra and many other programs featuring local and international artists. Rob
McWilliams, chapter member, was often featured on the bagpipes with Dennis at concerts during the transferring
over to the ICHC.

This timeline graphic of the Kimball Organ at GAC tells the concise story and it is worth a read through.

Itis time to return this organ back o fts orig

grandeur and take its place in the city as one ofits.
finest. As stated by the early builders of this glorious
edifice, "its mission is to offer the people the best
music."™

In the tradition of the public halls of Ireland and the
UK, the pipe organ is a dominant feature gracing the
historic Hallamor. This impressive limestone building
retains many of the original 1880s features.

Become a donor or volunteer,

fiall was richly ornamented in 1890’ style.

Become an “organ donor”

Keep the music playing!

| ”l;!m!l
Mﬂwﬂf

Cream colored ymnt was app ied
cover the ornamentation ca. 1930’s

The hall’s was also uniformly painted,
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please contact the ICHC:
Phone: 414 345-8800
E-mail: director@ichc.net
http://www.ichc.net/

The organ in need:
Releathering 3,000 plus valves
Rebuilding the “primary actions” - this is
what allows each of the pipes to be
controlled from the keyboards.
Volunteers and financial donations needed.

S Formerly /rand Avenue

i
A '4';!‘%

The pipe organ of the
Trish Cultural and }[;rltage
Center

(’ongregation phurch 1887-1996




The organ always dressed for every occasion

BRIEF HISTORY

1887 Grand Avenue
Congregational Church is built,
designed by renowned architect
Edward Townsend Mix.

Church votes to install “an organ
which would have no peer in the city™

1910 The Kimball Organ is installed with its grand organ
case, |t has been a dominant feature of the auditorium ever
since. The action was tubular-pneumatic with the console
inset into the case itself. The organ pipes were stenciled of
rich colors and fleur-de-lis designs. The hall still bore its
1887 Victorian colors.

Church concludes to maintain its musical leadership, vast
improvements would have to be undertaken.*

1922 Wangerin-Wieckhardt rebuilds the organ, the action
changed to electro-pneumalic, adds a Vox Humana, and
makes tonal and mechanical changes. A new console is
supplied and moved to its present location. It is conceived in
the “Romantic" style, rich in 8 foot tone and colorful stops.
Carl F. Mueller-organist.

1931 proposition of extensive remodeling and painting of
the church, redecorating and installation of a more modern
lighting system and lanterns, and organ repairs.

1934 Milton Rusch begins a 30 (d. 1964) year stay as
Organist. An early photo shows that the organ case pipes

‘rebuilds the organ according to the
e day, with a desire for brightness for
rformance of po|yphonlc music. Some of the original character

'Is lost and 16 and 8 foot pipes are cut and transformed into 8

foot and mutation registers according to the "Werkprinzip" where
divisions are in a pitch relationship. Mixtures are changed and
added, stops are given German names.

1970’s John Weissrock is Artist-in-Residence, his concert
series supports organ repairs and some tonai revisions. In
conjunction with Jerrcll Adams, the contro! system is updated to
Solid State Logic (1978).

1984 Dennis Janzer begins a 16 year stay, presenting concerts
as the Arts-on-the Avenue Series, and institutes a Messiah Sing-
Along. The concert series supports organ repairs, tonal revision

+ and expansion with Radanovich and Wolfgang Organs.

1987 The Church's Centennial is celebrated and a
32" Bombard stop is added to the organ. (12 pipes)

1990's New chest work is added on fhe top of the original
case. 4 Ranks are added to the Great, and a 5 stop Positive
division is linked to the Choir manual. Chests are installed for an
additional 6 ranks, these are still awaiting an update of the solid-
slate control system that is now 40 years old.

1996 The bullding becomes the Irish Cultural Heritage Center.
The church congregation continues to worship there through
Christmas 1997.

21st Century
The organ is now over 100 years old, and is in
need of rebuilding and releathering. The
thousands of valves that control each of the
pipes, around 4,000 if all were installed and
working, require replacement. Some past
work and materials were not-always of

I
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1990's Pipe additlons on the top of
the original 1910 Kimball case

Wrapped for protection
during plaster repairs,
5/2013

Dennis Janzer, (ca. 1990) Carl F. Mueller, original
Wangerin console with Wangerin console
1978 solid-state control ca. 1920's

=

have b inted in lor,
e ket finest quality. Dead riotes have been a

that have frustrated guest organists throu

*Miwaukee Journal, October 2, 1922 5
the past 60+ years.

Source: Milwaukee Journal, October 2, 1922, and Dennis Janzer brief organ history ieline

What will the future hold for this historic site?

Transitions continue in 2025 for the ICHC with the property on the market. A recent article in the Milwaukee
Journal Sentinel paper spoke of the recent sale of the ICHC. Well, there is good news ahead for the two former
properties of GAC and ICHC. The property will reopen in 2026 as a new center honoring Irish culture after the
building undergoes extensive renovations. The sale of the ICHC site at 2133 W. Wisconsin Avenue to the Sunshine
Foundation, Inc. sold for $200.000. This information is according to a deed posted online by the Wisconsin
Department of Revenue on November 17, 2025. Founder and President of the Sunshine Foundation, Joel
Fleischman shared the building will reopen in 2026 as Saint Brigid Sunshine Center. “Rooted in traditions of the
Irish Cultural and Heritage Center, our mission is to celebrate faith, culture and community by shining light and
goodwill into every corner of life,” Fleischman said. “We envision a center where Irish faith and heritage blossom
together with Brigid’s eternal flame -- a place where music, story, prayer, and hospitality lift the soul.”

The future holds promise of music to continue in this time-honored space for decades to come. We await the
progress with renovations and the date of the “re-opening” to the community.

Source: biztimes.com article November 18, 2025, and Milwaukee Journal Sentinel November 19. 2025.

I share a special “thank you” to Dennis Janzer for sharing information for this article. For those who would like to
listen to musical selections by Dennis visit Dennis’ webpage. https://danzer.com/ and
https://www.youtube.com/(@djanzer1/videos
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