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 AGO MILWAUKEE CHAPTER EVENTS 

 
 

Saturday, February 21, 2026 – 10:30 am 

Catherine Rodland 

Organ Master Class 

Concordia University Wisconsin 

Chapel of Christ Triumphant 

12800 N. Lakeshore Drive 

Mequon, WI 

 

Sunday, February 22, 2026 – 3:30 pm 

Catherine Rodland 

Organ Concert 

Concordia University – Wisconsin 

12800 N. Lake Shore Drive 

Mequon, WI 

 

Friday, May 8, 2026 – 6:00 pm 

Chapter Annual Meeting 

All Saints Cathedral 

818 E. Juneau Ave 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

Friday, May 8, 2026 – 7:30 pm 

Jerrick Cavagnaro 

Organ Concert 

All Saints Cathedral 

818 E. Juneau Ave 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

July 6 – 10 AGO National Convention  

St. Louis, MO 
2026 AGO National Convention – St. Louis, Missouri 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Chapter Directory 

www.agomilwaukee.org 
chapter@agomilwaukee.org 

 

Chapter Officers 
Dean 

John Schubring 
715-212-3078 

dean@agomilwaukee.org 
- 

Sub Dean 
David Bahrke 
414-232-6717 

subdean@agomilwaukee.org 
 

Secretary 
Sharon Adel 

secretary@agomilwaukee.org 
 

Treasurer 
Richard Ewert 

treasurer@agomilwaukee.org 
 

Registrar 
David Bahrke 

registrar@agomilwaukee.org 
 

Executive Board  

 
 

Class of 2026 
 

Michael Batcho 
Lee Erickson 
Paul Kasten 

Christian Rich 
 

Class of 2027 
 

Marilyn Schrader 
Mary Seboldt 

J. Craig Sproat 
 

 
North Central Regional 

Ambassador 
Dr. Catherine Rodland 

northcentralra@agohq.org 
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December 2025 
 

7 (Sun) 1:30 Karen Beaumont, Organ 

St. Hedwig’s Catholic Church 

1702 N. Humboldt 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

14 (Sun) 4:00 Milwaukee Sings at Christmas 

The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 

812 N. Jackson St 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

21 (Sun) 3:00 3rd Annual Holiday Concert 

Trinity Episcopal Church 

1717 Church St 

Wauwatosa, WI 

 

21 (Sun) 3:00 Christmas Organ and Carol Festival 

Brookfield Congregational UCC 

16350 Gebhardt Rd 

Brookfield, WI 

 

21 (Sun) 4:00 A Basilica Christmas 

The Basilica of St. Josaphat 

2333 S. Sixth St 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

23 (Tues) 7:00 Christmas Eve Eve Jazz Vespers 

Brookfield Congregational UCC 

16350 Gebhardt Rd 

Brookfield, WI 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 
Liz Walloch, Archivist/Historian 

archivist@agomilwaukee.org 

 
As we come to the final month of the year December, it seems as musicians the “to do list” never gets cleared. With 

all that is left to get planned, prepared, and rehearsed, I invite chapter members to celebrate an anniversary together 

this month. The parish of Ss. Peter and Paul on the eastside of Milwaukee held a Festival of Song on November 2. I 

know we all have attended similar programs through the years, BUT the Robert Sipe pipe organ was the reason for 

the celebration. The pipe organ has joined the ranks of the “quarter century club” with its 25th anniversary. This 

month’s article is a sharing on the Robert Sipe instrument at the parish with materials from the Archives, The Day 

of Celebration program and consultant information sent from Scott Reidel and Associates. Take a short pause from 

your schedule this month and celebrate this pipe organ’s milestone with the parish. 
 

The Robert Sipe Pipe Organ 

Day of Celebration: 

A Service Blessing the New Organ 

 at the Parish 

 of Ss. Peter and Paul 

Milwaukee 

November 21, 1999 
 

This date of November 21, 1999, is etched into the history of the parish of Ss. Peter and Paul. The years of planning, discerning, 

meeting with committees from finance, Parish Council, organ, organ builders, acoustic consultants, and parishioner input 

crossed a wide spectrum. “In the end it has become a real work of the people, conceived by a few, executed by many for the 

ultimate benefit of all.” Source: Day of Celebration (DC), page 10.  

 

For us to appreciate the full magnitude of this pipe organ’s journey to the parish, we need to step back to the year of 1993 to 

address a vital need for the future of music leading worship. “Due to the deteriorating condition of many of the organ’s 

components and its unsuitability for leading congregational song in the reformed liturgy of Vatican II, an organ committee was 

formed in 1993.”  What is interesting to note is that the current Wicks’ pipe organ, which was failing to perform, is the fourth 

pipe organ the parish has been leading worship through the decades.  

Source: DC, page 9. 

 

The organ committee members were “Thomas Clasen, Margaret Hagedorn, James Lewis, Sarah Lewis, Kathleen Karrer, Peter 

Wejksnore, and Thomas Koester.”  These individuals represented the parish and committed “themselves to each step in the 

decision process.”  This also required “a generous commitment of time to education, travel and careful listening…serving as 

advocates for the fine instrument” that the committee was recommending. Source: DC, page 10. 

 

When a church is considering a new instrument there are always questions. Should the instrument be repaired vs replaced to aid 

the church for another 10 plus years? If replacing with a new instrument, how will the parish be able to afford and maintain? 

Should the organ committee investigate rebuilding or doing repairs in sections and still maintain a working function instrument 

for worship? These are just a few of many questions addressed by the organ committee. To aid the organ committee, a 

consultant was hired, Scott Riedel and Associates. This expanded the scope of their decision making with visits to see and hear 

new organ installations in Illinois and Wisconsin. Not to be left out of the process, the parishioners were kept informed with 

information through listening sessions. Taking all the information gathered, the organ committee presented a proposal to the 

Parish Council to replace the existing organ with a new mechanical-action, “tracker” pipe organ. A tracker pipe organ is 

initially “more costly, and labor intensive to build” however, these instruments are “regarded as the longest lasting 

instruments due to the quality and simplicity of their components.”  Source: DC, page 9. 

 

With the organ committee’s proposal presented to the Parish Council in January 1994, the final decision rested in their hands. 

“After much deliberation, the Parish Council approved the purchase of the new pipe organ.” A fundraising campaign was 

launched; its sole purpose to raise “money not only for the organ, but also to retire an existing debt for the recent worship 

space renovation and to replace” the “church doors and school windows.” The campaign was very successful due to the 

generous financial support of the congregation and a “generous initial gift of an anonymous donor which helped launch” the 

campaign. Source: DC, pages 9-10. 
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With the decision to replace the existing Wicks pipe organ with a new Robert Sipe pipe organ, Organ Consultant Scott Riedel 

prepared a concise overview of the church’s space and architecture. The church of Ss. Peter and Paul “is blessed with an 

architecture that lends itself well to music. Hard surfaces abound, and space for music was plentiful in the balcony. The 

original instrument spoke down the long axis of the room and this position was maintained in the new instrument built by 

Robert Sipe, of Dallas Texas”  One of the desires of the new instrument was to “have greater reliability and longevity, one that 

would also lead the liturgy with greater musical expression.”  Here is an interesting fact, “the new organ has fewer ranks than 

the previous” Wicks “organ but far surpasses it in the range of expression and color in its tonal palate.” Many ranks of the 

Wicks organ “were recycled, reconditioned, and revoiced by Sipe for inclusion in this instrument.” For a seamless design of 

the organ case, it “was designed to balance the visual concept of the main altar. This new organ has an added feature of a 

detached console.” Source: Organ Consultation, page 1. 

 

The organ builder, Robert L. Sipe of Dallas Texas, was a builder “who has established a reputation as some of the foremost 

designers and voicers of pipe organs in America. His experience with organ building began while he was in high 

school…continued …during his education at Baylor University” and has extensive “study of historic and contemporary organs 

throughout Europe.” 

 

Prior to 1968, he was an independent organ builder and in 1968 he was asked to join Aeolian-Skinner Organ Company of 

Boston, “the premier organ builder in America at the time.”  Robert wore many hats during this time with this company of 

Vice-President and co-owner in 1969 “expanding their work into the field of mechanical instruments…he functioned as 

technical and artistic director in 1972.” The “last instrument completed under Sipe’s direction” for Aeolian-Skinner “was 

the…John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, D.C.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With a return to Texas in 1972, he started building organs “under 

his own name.” His reputation grew with notable installations in Decorah, Iowa; 

Minneapolis and Duluth, Minnesota; Salt Lake City, Utah, and Wisconsin. During 

his 60-year career, he completed close to 100 instruments building his first organ in 

his parent’s home as a teenager filling the attic with pipes and placing the console 

in the living room. He retired at the age of 78 and it is a loss to the organ builder 

circle losing such a skilled artisan on May 24, 2024, at the age of 83 in Dallas 

Texas after a long illness. After the installation at Ss. Peter and Paul in 1999, he 

installed his last Wisconsin Sipe organ in First Immanuel Lutheran Church in 2003. 

 

 

 

Source: NCEP Page 180, from POE booklet July 18 

- 23, 2010 

DC, page 2 
DC, page 3 
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Since the installation, the Sipe pipe organ the parish of Ss. Peter and Paul has hosted the 

Guild’s Members’ Recital. A seasonal program of Easter music was performed by 

members Karen Beaumont, Carol Haakenson, Sr. Mary Hueller, and Josph Kucharski on 

Sunday, April 29, 2001. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2019 our chapter celebrated our 100th anniversary by hosting the North 

Central Regional Convention, June 16-19. The Sipe organ was among the 

featured pipe organs during our week-long convention. Recitalist Jillian 

Gardner played a program showcasing the versatility on June 19. Her 

program began with J. S. Bach to Max Reger’s arrangement of J. S. Bach’s 

School of Trios to a transcription of Tchaikovsky by Ms. Gardner of the ballet “The Sleeping Beauty.” For a grand crescendo to 

close, she played Passacaglia from Sonata 8 by Josef Rheinberger. I remember the musical colors resounding through the 

church showcasing the endless musical possibilities of the instrument. 

 

To celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Robert Sipe organ, the parish 

gathered on the afternoon of November 2, 2025, for a program 

entitled, “How Can I Keep From Singing?” A Festival of Song with 

concert organist, Dr. Andrew Schaeffer and the Ss. Peter and Paul 

choirs were under the direction of Tom Koester. We have now come 

full circle from that November 21, 1999, date 25 years ago. The 

“Robert Sipe organ blessed and dedicated represents another 

milestone in the proud history and continuing mission of Saints Peter 

and Paul Church. There is “a visual beauty and craftsmanship” 

within the “church building and marvel at the dedication of those 

early German immigrants…their first Pastor Monsignor Leonard 

Batz, who built it with great generosity and sacrifice.”  This pipe 

organ “is a beautiful instrument designed to lead our people in 

renewed praise and prayer. The completion of this project” in 1999 

“is all the more momentous and gratifying because it represents the 

talents, dedication, and hard work of so many people in our 

congregation. Today the “diverse community of parishioners has an 

enduring gift to the worship life of the parish…to all who will gather 

in this place of prayer for many generations to come.” 
 

Soli Deo Gloria! 

To God Alone Be the Glory! 

Source: DC, pages 9 & 10. 
 

Coda 
 

I extend a heartfelt thanks to the staff of Scott Riedel and Associates of David Beyer, Ryan Boren, and Tim Stoltz for 

contributing information on this pipe organ’s installation. Also noteworthy, when I was searching our Archives, I came across 

information on another Robert Sipe pipe organ installation in Cedarburg. I was also informed by David Beyer of a third Sipe 

instrument located in Milwaukee. They are both on my list for a PipeNotes article in the coming year. 
 

On a closing note, if you know of any other organ installations that will be celebrating an anniversary in 2026, send me the 

parish name so I can highlight their story. My email is at top of my article. 

 

On a final note, as we bring the calendar year to a close, may the Blessings of the Season be Yours and a Happy New Year!  

Newspaper Clippings, Events, Printed 

(NCEP), Binder 9, 2000 - 2009, p. 93. 

AGO Milwaukee Chapter Website 

Centennial Regional Convention, June 2019 
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2025 NATIONAL AND REGIONAL ELECTION RESULTS ANNOUNCED 

Congratulations to the winners of the 2025 National Council and Council of Regional 

Ambassadors elections: 
NATIONAL COUNCIL 

President (two-year term) 

Eileen Hunt, AAGO, Salem, Massachusetts* 

Vice President (two-year term) 

Peggy Haas Howell, Lynchburg, Virginia* 

Secretary (one-year term) 

David Vogels, CAGO, Greenwood Village, Colorado 

Treasurer (three-year term) 

Jeffrey Verkuilen, FAGO, Green Bay, Wisconsin 

Councillor at Large (one-year term) 

Sue Mitchell-Wallace, FAGO, Roswell, Georgia 

Councillor at Large (two-year term) 

Russell Weismann, AAGO, Washington, D.C. 

Councillor at Large (three-year term) 

Leslie Wolf Robb, CAGO, San Diego, California 

Councillor for Young Organists (one-year term) 

Bridget Deveney, SPC, Irwin, Pennsylvania 

 

REGIONAL AMBASSADORS 

Great Lakes (two-year term) 

Jeffrey Neufeld, Elgin, Illinois 

Mid-Atlantic (one-year term) 

David Schelat, Wilmington, Delaware* 

North Central (one-year term) 

Catherine Rodland, Northfield, Minnesota* 

Northeast (two-year term) 

Patricia Snyder, Thompson, Connecticut* 

Southeast (three-year term) 

Timothy Shepard, CAGO, Brevard, North Carolina 

Southwest (three-year term) 

Melissa Plamann, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

West (two-year term) 

Valerie Harris, CAGO, Phoenix, Arizona 

(* incumbent) 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who has come out and supported our fall programs. From the end of October with the 

Hymn and Choir Festival with David Cherwien, co-sponsored with Mt. Carmel, Monica Berney, co-sponsored with 

the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist, and Brian Schoettler’s performance at St. Francis of Assisi on the Historic 

Schuelke, with the Organ Historical Society, three programs within the time frame of one month have kept us busy.  

Now that we are into December and the Holiday Season, we are running from one program to another, but do not 

get lost in the busyness of it all. Take time to enjoy the sights and sounds of the music that is created around you. 

Whether you are participating or just enjoying, be present for those around you and enjoy the warmth and beauty 

that this holiday season brings. 

 

The chapter has moved the patron appeal earlier in the fall, however, if you still would like to send in an end of the 

year donation, they are most certainly welcome. You can send a check made out to AGO Milwaukee Chapter, PO 

Box 11731, Milwaukee, WI 53211 or you may use a credit card, https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/donation-

form/donate-to-help-promote-organ-and-sacred-music-in-southeastern-wisconsin  

 
Thank you Everyone for Being a Milwaukee Chapter Member, and for your continued support of the chapter!  

See you in February! 

 

John Schubring 

 

*PS – If you donate via zeffy, you may choose to use the dropdown menu to zero out the donation to zeffy. 

 

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/donation-form/donate-to-help-promote-organ-and-sacred-music-in-southeastern-wisconsin
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/donation-form/donate-to-help-promote-organ-and-sacred-music-in-southeastern-wisconsin

