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Saturday, February 21, 2026 — 10:30 am
Catherine Rodland
Organ Master Class
Concordia University Wisconsin
Chapel of Christ Triumphant
12800 N. Lakeshore Drive
Mequon, WI

Sunday, February 22, 2026 — 3:30 pm
Catherine Rodland
Organ Concert
Concordia University — Wisconsin
12800 N. Lake Shore Drive
Mequon, WI

Friday, May 8, 2026 — 6:00 pm
Chapter Annual Meeting
All Saints Cathedral
818 E. Juneau Ave
Milwaukee, WI

Friday, May 8, 2026 — 7:30 pm
Jerrick Cavagnaro
Organ Concert
All Saints Cathedral
818 E. Juneau Ave
Milwaukee, WI

July 6 — 10 AGO National Convention

St. Louis, MO
2026 AGO National Convention — St. Louis, Missouri
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December 2025

7 (Sun) 1:30 Karen Beaumont, Organ
St. Hedwig’s Catholic Church

1702 N. Humboldt

Milwaukee, W1

14 (Sun) 4:00 Milwaukee Sings at Christmas
The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist

812 N. Jackson St

Milwaukee, W1

21 (Sun) 3:00 3" Annual Holiday Concert
Trinity Episcopal Church

1717 Church St

Wauwatosa, WI

21 (Sun) 3:00 Christmas Organ and Carol Festival
Brookfield Congregational UCC

16350 Gebhardt Rd

Brookfield, W1

21 (Sun) 4:00 A Basilica Christmas
The Basilica of St. Josaphat

2333 S. Sixth St

Milwaukee, WI

23 (Tues) 7:00 Christmas Eve Eve Jazz Vespers
Brookfield Congregational UCC

16350 Gebhardt Rd

Brookfield, W1

David Bahrke
Organist

Music and Choral Director

Funerals - Weddings

Substitute Musician

Music Events
dbahrkedime.com
414-232-6717

LU
AGO

mmw

Page 3 of 8

INSPIRATION

Riedel enhances worship by inspiring the dynamic
expression of speech and sound. By blending art and
science we help silence unwanted noise and enrich

the fuliness, presence and clarity of speech and music.

Pipe organ consultation provides comprehensive

guidance for the restoration, rebuilding, or relocation of
existing organs, as well as the design of new
instruments, large or small.

Scott R Riedel & Associates, Ltd.
819 North Cass Street
Milwaukee, Wi 53202-3908 - -
P: (414) 771-8966
F: (414) 771-0138 '
E: consult@riedelasscciates,com hear the difference.
www.riedelassociates.com
Acoustical Design & Testing
Organ Consultation & Inspection
Organ Maintenance & Tuning

Sound & Video System Design, Evaluation, & Training




New Organs Renovation Restoration Tuning
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mmmme  Pipe Organ Builders

’] Hear our organs on Spotify!

+++available for+++
RECTIFRES

SERVICE PLAYING
ORGAN LESSON

+++experienced+++
ORGAN RECITALIST
CHURCH MUSICIAN
ORGAN TEACHER

® 414-276-0499 (land line)
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© kmbeaumont@hotmail.com

8 http://karenbeaumontorganist.mysite.com
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Pipe Organ Builders

Contact us for a comprehensive evaluation of your needs.

® New Instruments ® Tuning : k)

e Restorations ® Emergency Service ! W A
® Rebuilds ® Releathering Il ‘ JJ ”]
® Relocations ® Console Upgrades '““' [“

® Tonal Additions ® Solid State Conversions
® Revoicing ® Consultations
*® Fire Restorations ® \Water Damage Repair

708-544-4052 @ info@berghausorgan.com @ 2151 Madison St., Bellwood, IL 60104 @ www.berghausorgan.com
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

Liz Walloch, Archivist/Historian
archivist@agomilwaukee.org

As we come to the final month of the year December, it seems as musicians the “to do list” never gets cleared. With
all that is left to get planned, prepared, and rehearsed, I invite chapter members to celebrate an anniversary together
this month. The parish of Ss. Peter and Paul on the eastside of Milwaukee held a Festival of Song on November 2. |
know we all have attended similar programs through the years, BUT the Robert Sipe pipe organ was the reason for
the celebration. The pipe organ has joined the ranks of the “quarter century club” with its 25" anniversary. This
month’s article is a sharing on the Robert Sipe instrument at the parish with materials from the Archives, The Day
of Celebration program and consultant information sent from Scott Reidel and Associates. Take a short pause from
your schedule this month and celebrate this pipe organ’s milestone with the parish.

The Robert Sipe Pipe Organ
Day of Celebration:
A Service Blessing the New Organ
at the Parish
of Ss. Peter and Paul
Milwaukee
November 21, 1999

This date of November 21, 1999, is etched into the history of the parish of Ss. Peter and Paul. The years of planning, discerning,
meeting with committees from finance, Parish Council, organ, organ builders, acoustic consultants, and parishioner input
crossed a wide spectrum. “In the end it has become a real work of the people, conceived by a few, executed by many for the
ultimate benefit of all.” Source: Day of Celebration (DC), page 10.

For us to appreciate the full magnitude of this pipe organ’s journey to the parish, we need to step back to the year of 1993 to
address a vital need for the future of music leading worship. “Due fo the deteriorating condition of many of the organ’s
components and its unsuitability for leading congregational song in the reformed liturgy of Vatican II, an organ committee was
formed in 1993.” What is interesting to note is that the current Wicks’ pipe organ, which was failing to perform, is the fourth
pipe organ the parish has been leading worship through the decades.

Source: DC, page 9.

The organ committee members were “Thomas Clasen, Margaret Hagedorn, James Lewis, Sarah Lewis, Kathleen Karrer, Peter
Wejksnore, and Thomas Koester.” These individuals represented the parish and committed “themselves to each step in the
decision process.” This also required “a generous commitment of time to education, travel and careful listening...serving as
advocates for the fine instrument” that the committee was recommending. Source: DC, page 10.

When a church is considering a new instrument there are always questions. Should the instrument be repaired vs replaced to aid
the church for another 10 plus years? If replacing with a new instrument, how will the parish be able to afford and maintain?
Should the organ committee investigate rebuilding or doing repairs in sections and still maintain a working function instrument
for worship? These are just a few of many questions addressed by the organ committee. To aid the organ committee, a
consultant was hired, Scott Riedel and Associates. This expanded the scope of their decision making with visits to see and hear
new organ installations in Illinois and Wisconsin. Not to be left out of the process, the parishioners were kept informed with
information through listening sessions. Taking all the information gathered, the organ committee presented a proposal to the
Parish Council to replace the existing organ with a new mechanical-action, “tracker” pipe organ. A tracker pipe organ is
initially “more costly, and labor intensive to build” however, these instruments are “regarded as the longest lasting
instruments due to the quality and simplicity of their components.” Source: DC, page 9.

With the organ committee’s proposal presented to the Parish Council in January 1994, the final decision rested in their hands.
“After much deliberation, the Parish Council approved the purchase of the new pipe organ.” A fundraising campaign was
launched; its sole purpose to raise “money not only for the organ, but also to retire an existing debt for the recent worship
space renovation and to replace” the “church doors and school windows.” The campaign was very successful due to the
generous financial support of the congregation and a “generous initial gift of an anonymous donor which helped launch” the
campaign. Source: DC, pages 9-10.
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With the decision to replace the existing Wicks pipe organ with a new Robert Sipe pipe organ, Organ Consultant Scott Riedel
prepared a concise overview of the church’s space and architecture. The church of Ss. Peter and Paul “is blessed with an
architecture that lends itself well to music. Hard surfaces abound, and space for music was plentiful in the balcony. The
original instrument spoke down the long axis of the room and this position was maintained in the new instrument built by
Robert Sipe, of Dallas Texas” One of the desires of the new instrument was to “have greater reliability and longevity, one that
would also lead the liturgy with greater musical expression.” Here is an interesting fact, “the new organ has fewer ranks than
the previous” Wicks “organ but far surpasses it in the range of expression and color in its tonal palate.” Many ranks of the
Wicks organ “were recycled, reconditioned, and revoiced by Sipe for inclusion in this instrument.” For a seamless design of
the organ case, it “was designed to balance the visual concept of the main altar. This new organ has an added feature of a
detached console.” Source: Organ Consultation, page 1.

The organ builder, Robert L. Sipe of Dallas Texas, was a builder “who has established a reputation as some of the foremost
designers and voicers of pipe organs in America. His experience with organ building began while he was in high
school...continued ...during his education at Baylor University” and has extensive “study of historic and contemporary organs
throughout Europe.”

Prior to 1968, he was an independent organ builder and in 1968 he was asked to join Aeolian-Skinner Organ Company of
Boston, “the premier organ builder in America at the time.” Robert wore many hats during this time with this company of
Vice-President and co-owner in 1969 “expanding their work into the field of mechanical instruments...he functioned as
technical and artistic director in 1972.” The “last instrument completed under Sipe’s direction” for Aeolian-Skinner “was
the...John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, D.C.”

MINISTERS OF THE CELEBRATION

Presider

Day of Celebrarion

A Service Blessing

he New Organ

Sopranos

Mary Boulanger
Andrea Huclse
Amy Lichl

Cindy Jones-Nosacck

Mary Onorato
Camie Pruhs
Sr. Deb Sciano

Bishop Richard Skiba

Acolyte
Judy Lantinen

Reader
Faye Herrick

Choir Members
Alos Tenors
Julic Capell
Mary Gorski
Kathleen Karrer
Judith Lewis
Sr. Barbara Linke
Christine Povinelli
Deborah Pluskota

Daniel G:
Robert John:

Jeffery Knill

Danicl Kaminski
Martin Matson

Basses

John Filak
Robert Mathia
Patrick Nelson
Joseph Rodriguez,
Michael Stllwell

SOn

Joanne Squire

Handbell Players

Kathleen Karrer  Judith Lewis  Robert Mathia Deborah Pluskota  Constant Smith
Trumpeter

Thomas Schlucter

Organist
Thomas Koester

JUBILEE YEAR ORGAN DEDICATORY CONCERTS

Sunday, Januvary 9, 2000 - 4:00pm
Solemn Vespers for the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord
The Schola Cantorum of St Peter the Apostle - J. Michael Thompson, director

Sunday, March §, 2000 - 3:00 p.m.
Organ Recital, Thomas Koester

April, 2000 -To be announced
Lenten Vespers and pre-service concert
Ss. Peter and Paul Choir and instrumentalists

November 21, 1999
3:30 par

Ss. Perer and Paul Catholic Church SURday: May 21, 2000 = 2e%p

A Family Pops Concert, fcaturing Organ and Instruments
Phyliis Stringhum and Thomas Kocster, organists
Saral

Saints Peter & Paul R.C. Church

Milwaukee, Wi

£ Manuais ana reqal Wit Letcnen Lonsos
Mechanical Key Action - Electric Stop Action
21 Stops - 27 Ranks

With a return to Texas in 1972, he started building organs “under

his own name.” His reputation grew with notable installations in Decorah, lowa;
Minneapolis and Duluth, Minnesota; Salt Lake City, Utah, and Wisconsin. During
his 60-year career, he completed close to 100 instruments building his first organ in
his parent’s home as a teenager filling the attic with pipes and placing the console
in the living room. He retired at the age of 78 and it is a loss to the organ builder
circle losing such a skilled artisan on May 24, 2024, at the age of 83 in Dallas
Texas after a long illness. After the installation at Ss. Peter and Paul in 1999, he
installed his last Wisconsin Sipe organ in First Immanuel Lutheran Church in 2003.

Great
§' Principal
&' Spitzfiote
4' Octave
22/3" Quinte
2' Super Octave
13/5' Tierce
IV-V Mixture
&' Trompete
Tremulant

16" Subbass

&' Principal

8' Flute (ext. Sub)

4' Choralbass (ext. Princ.)
16' Posaunc

8" Trompete (ext.)
Zimbelstern

Swell
§' Rohrfldte
8' Viole
8'Viole Celeste
4' Principel
4 Spillficte
2 Waldfiste
THI-IV Scharf
8' Oboe
Tremulant
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AMERICAN GUILD OF ORGANISTS

MILWAUKEE CHAPTER Since the installation, the Sipe pipe organ the parish of Ss. Peter and Paul has hosted the

Guild’s Members’ Recital. A seasonal program of Easter music was performed by
members Karen Beaumont, Carol Haakenson, Sr. Mary Hueller, and Josph Kucharski on
Sunday, April 29, 2001.

JILLIAN GARDNER
SS Peter and Paul Catholic Church
Wednesday, June 19, 2019 — 1:15pm

2000-2001 SEASON Prelude and Fugue in E Major, BWV 566 e
y Johann Sebasti
MEMBERS' RECITAL 16:’5‘-?’?22

SUNDAY, APRIL 29, 2001-300P M School of Trio Playing Joh i
SS PETER AND PAUL CONGREGATION Invention 1 ohann Sebastian Bach/Max Reger
MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN Iavention 8 1873-1916
Invention 10
KAREN BEAUMONT  CAROL HAAKENSON
SR MARY HUELLER JosEPH KUCHARSKI Fugue i
e IR g miney Albert Lewis Bamnes

1861-1906

Fountain Reverie

Percy Fletcher
1879-1932

The Sleeping Beauty, Op. 66-Act ITI No. 23 Pyotr Tlyich Tchaikovsk
No.23  Pas de quatre 1840<|89;
No.23¢ La Fee-Argent (The Silver Fai illi

iry) Trans. Jill
N_o. 2§b Cendrillon et Fortune (Cinderella and Prince Fortune) o il Gardner
_\vo. 25c L'oiseau Bleu et La princess Florine (The Blue Bird and Princess Florine)
No.26a Chaperon rouge et le loup (Little Red Riding-Hood and the Wolf)

In 2019 our chapter celebrated our 100" anniversary by hosting the North No.30 Apothease

Central Regional Convention, June 16-19. The Sipe organ was among the g Josef Gabriel Rheinberger
featured pipe organs during our week-long convention. Recitalist Jillian e
Gardner played a program showcasing the versatility on June 19. Her

program began with J. S. Bach to Max Reger’s arrangement of J. S. Bach’s

School of Trios to a transcription of Tchaikovsky by Ms. Gardner of the ballet “The Sleeping Beauty.” For a grand crescendo to
close, she played Passacaglia from Sonata 8 by Josef Rheinberger. I remember the musical colors resounding through the
church showcasing the endless musical possibilities of the instrument.

To celebrate the 25" anniversary of the Robert Sipe organ, the parish
How Can I Ke op Fvom §¢ iy 7 gathered on the afternoon of November 2, 2025, for a program
entitled, “How Can I Keep From Singing?” A Festival of Song with
A Festival of Song concert organist, Dr. Andrew Schaeffer and the Ss. Peter and Paul
)] | e choirs were under the direction of Tom Koester. We have now come
g ‘“’ full circle from that November 21, 1999, date 25 years ago. The
/ ] “Robert Sipe organ blessed and dedicated represents another
T K milestone in the proud history and continuing mission of Saints Peter
SUNDAY, " and Paul Church. There is “a visual beauty and craftsmanship”
NOVEMBEFI 4208 within the “church building and marvel at the dedication of those
4:00 PM s e, early German immigrants...their first Pastor Monsignor Leonard
Concert Organist Batz, who built it with great generosity and sacrifice.” This pipe
organ “is a beautiful instrument designed to lead our people in
renewed praise and prayer. The completion of this project” in 1999
fk"ofe’;"e'i';‘f’:r:zz"o"r; “is all the more momentous and gratifying because it represents the
414-962-2443 X308 el Follow talents, dedication, and hard work of so many people in our
congregation. Today the “diverse community of parishioners has an
enduring gift to the worship life of the parish...to all who will gather

in this place of prayer for many generations to come.”

Soli Deo Gloria!
To God Alone Be the Glory!

Source: DC, pages 9 & 10.

Coda

I extend a heartfelt thanks to the staff of Scott Riedel and Associates of David Beyer, Ryan Boren, and Tim Stoltz for
contributing information on this pipe organ’s installation. Also noteworthy, when I was searching our Archives, I came across
information on another Robert Sipe pipe organ installation in Cedarburg. I was also informed by David Beyer of a third Sipe
instrument located in Milwaukee. They are both on my list for a PipeNotes article in the coming year.

On a closing note, if you know of any other organ installations that will be celebrating an anniversary in 2026, send me the
parish name so I can highlight their story. My email is at top of my article.

On a final note, as we bring the calendar year to a close, may the Blessings of the Season be Yours and a Happy New Year!
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2025 NATIONAL AND REGIONAL ELECTION RESULTS ANNOUNCED
Congratulations to the winners of the 2025 National Council and Council of Regional

Ambassadors elections:

NATIONAL COUNCIL

President (two-year term)

Eileen Hunt, AAGO, Salem, Massachusetts*

Vice President (two-year term)

Peggy Haas Howell, Lynchburg, Virginia*
Secretary (one-year term)

David Vogels, CAGO, Greenwood Village, Colorado
Treasurer (three-year term) - N
Jeffrey Verkuilen, FAGO, Green Bay, Wisconsin l; i:iﬁji?%iig;;;??:gﬁ; Connecticut
Councillor at Large (one-year term R

Sue Mitch ell—Wallagc ef F AGyO, R osw)ell, Georgia Timothy Shepard, CAGO, Brevard, North Carolina
Councillor at Large (two-year term) Sothwest (three-year term) .

Russell Weismann, AAGO, Washington, D.C. Melissa Plamann, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
Councillor at Large (three-year term) West.(two—y.ear term) ) i

Leslie Wolf Robb, CAGO, San Diego, California \,/ka.lerle Harris, CAGO, Phoenix, Arizona
Councillor for Young Organists (one-year term) (* incumbent)

Bridget Deveney, SPC, Irwin, Pennsylvania

REGIONAL AMBASSADORS

Great Lakes (two-year term)

Jeffrey Neufeld, Elgin, Illinois
Mid-Atlantic (one-year term)

David Schelat, Wilmington, Delaware*
North Central (one-year term)

Catherine Rodland, Northfield, Minnesota*
Northeast (two-year term)

Thank you to everyone who has come out and supported our fall programs. From the end of October with the
Hymn and Choir Festival with David Cherwien, co-sponsored with Mt. Carmel, Monica Berney, co-sponsored with
the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist, and Brian Schoettler’s performance at St. Francis of Assisi on the Historic
Schuelke, with the Organ Historical Society, three programs within the time frame of one month have kept us busy.
Now that we are into December and the Holiday Season, we are running from one program to another, but do not
get lost in the busyness of it all. Take time to enjoy the sights and sounds of the music that is created around you.

Whether you are participating or just enjoying, be present for those around you and enjoy the warmth and beauty
that this holiday season brings.

The chapter has moved the patron appeal earlier in the fall, however, if you still would like to send in an end of the
year donation, they are most certainly welcome. You can send a check made out to AGO Milwaukee Chapter, PO
Box 11731, Milwaukee, WI 53211 or you may use a credit card, https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/donation-
form/donate-to-help-promote-organ-and-sacred-music-in-southeastern-wisconsin

Thank you Everyone for Being a Milwaukee Chapter Member, and for your continued support of the chapter!
See you in February!

John Schubring

*PS — If you donate via zeffy, you may choose to use the dropdown menu to zero out the donation to zefty.
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