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AGO Milwaukee Chapter 
Upcoming Fall Programming 

2020 
 

October 10, 2020 10:00 am 
October 12, 2020 7:00 pm 
Virtual Chapter Meetings 

 
Sunday, November 1, 2020 
4:00 pm David Bohn, Organ 

Organ Historical Society – Wisconsin Chapter 
& AGO Milwaukee Chapter 
St. Francis of Assisi Church 
1927 N. Vel R. Phillips Ave 

(4th and Brown Streets) 
Milwaukee, WI 

Watch the Chapter website and PipeNotes for information 
As to if this event will be in-person or  

A recorded/streamed event. 

PipeNotes is published monthly, with the deadline for articles the 20th of 

the preceding month. 
pneditor@agomilwaukee.org 

 
 
 

Chapter Directory 
www.agomilwaukee.org 

chapter@agomilwaukee.org 
 

Chapter Officers 
Dean 

Audrey Rhinehart, CAGO 
262-673-4831 x405 

chapter@agomilwaukee.org 
 

Sub Dean 
John Schubring 
414-727-6103 

subdean@agomilwaukee.org 
 

Secretary 
Mike Keegan 
414-225-1767 

eastwindsmusic@att.net 
 

Treasurer 
Steven Jensen 
414-688-7838 

SJJ0923@aol.com 
 

Registrar 
David Beyer 

414-871-6307 
registrar@agomilwaukee.org 

 

Executive Board 

 
Class of 2021 
Michael Batcho 

Tim Handle 
Roger Meyer 
Gary Wood  

 
Class of 2022 
Joe Dominic 

Richard Ewert 
Caroline Senn 
Mary Utzerath 

 
Region VI Councilor 

Dr. Karen Black 
Waverly, IA 

Karen.black@wartburg.edu 
 

Education 

Mary Newton, CAGO 
mayanewton@yahoo.com 

 

Professional Development 
J. Gordon Christensen, AAGO 

mrc@chase3000.com 
 

Wisconsin District Convener 

Larry Wheelock 
llwheels@icloud.com 
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October 2020 
 

7 (Wed) 12:15 Andrew Fredel, Organ 

The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 

812 N. Jackson St 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

10 (Sat) 10:00 Virtual Chapter Meeting 

 

12 (Mon) 7:00 Virtual Chapter Meeting 

 

14 (Wed) 12:15 Anita Graef, Cello 

The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 

812 N. Jackson St 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

21 (Wed) 12:15 Gregory Hartmann, Piano 

The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 

812 N. Jackson St 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

28 (Wed) 12:15 Michael Batcho, Organ 

The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 

812 N. Jackson St 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

November 2020 
 

1 (Sun) 4:00 AGO Milwaukee Chapter & 

OHS Wisconsin Chapter present 

Dr. David Bohn, Organ 

St. Francis of Assisi Church 

1927 N. Vel R. Phillips Ave 

Milwaukee, WI 

 

4 (Wed) 12:15 Tedd King, Organ 

The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 

812 N. Jackson St 

Milwaukee, WI 
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October 2020 

 

Welcome fall!  If you’re like me, fall brings welcome sunshine, cooler evenings, apples, pumpkins, soups 

and stews and all the comforts of cozying in for the winter months.  It’s a time to remember our family 

members who have gone before us and to recall those we are grateful to for their friendship, kindness, 

service and graciousness throughout the year.  Thank you for your membership and support of our local 

Milwaukee AGO chapter!  You make a difference in keeping the spirit of our organization alive! 

 

Mark your calendars for upcoming workshops through Zoom video conference on October 10th at 10 am 

also on October 12th at 7pm!  We look forward to hosting you with an opportunity to give us feedback 

about what would best serve you as a member and an opportunity to address current topics surrounding 

recording/live-streaming and copyright issues which many have never worked with up until now.  How 

are your churches doing?  Some churches are open; some are closed at least through the end of the year.  

How are you coping with Advent and Christmas coming up and anticipating how you will celebrate both 

in church and at home?  Do try to join us even if you have never tried Zoom before.  A link will be sent 

out in advance.  We will be available to help you! 

 

Also, be sure to watch for upcoming details for the recital at St. Francis Parish on Sunday, November 1st, 

at 4 pm with David Bohn performing.  David always has an interesting repertoire to share! 

 

Just like comfort food for fall, maybe you have some pieces you love to play or listen to.  Get them out; 

give yourself time to just enjoy the fruits of your labor!  Some favorite pieces that make me smile:  Three 

Jazz Organ Preludes by Johannes Matthias Michel; Kommst du Nun, Jesu, Vom Himmel Herunter from 

the Schübler Chorales by J. S. Bach; Suite Du Deuxieme Ton by Louis-Nicolas Clerambault and 

“Humoresque” L’Organo Primitivo by Pietro A. Yon.  Favorite hymn tunes include LOBE DEN 

HERREN, BEACH SPRING, NETTLETON and NUN DANKET.  Recordings I come back to again and 

again:  In a Quiet Cathedral by Todd Wilson and Music at St. George’s, Wilma Jensen, Conductor and 

Organist. 

 

Blessings!  I look forward to meeting you/connecting with you at our upcoming events! 

Audrey Rhinehart 

musicministry@stkiliancong.org 

262-673-4831 x405 
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The Archives presents… 
Liz Walloch 

Milwaukee Chapter Archivist/Historian 

 
This month’s spotlight shines on Chapter member Alice Leisman.  Although I didn’t have the pleasure of meeting Alice in 

person, I met her as I was sorting and organizing the archives materials.   It seemed like every other piece I handled her name 

was in print.  So who was Alice Leisman, you ask? She was truly an amazing musician who joined the Wisconsin Chapter in 

1949.   Shortly after joining, her presence was seen serving the chapter in a variety of ways.  In 1957-1961, she was an Officer 

in the Secretary position; in 1959 she was a member of the Executive Committee, served as chair of the Membership 

Committee from 1960-1961.   Her involvement with the guild, as it was called back then, continued as she served as Dean from 

1963-1965.  In the years of 1971-1972 Alice served on the Advisory Committee, the Church Organ Advisory Committee and 

chaired in 1972-1973 for a second time the Membership Committee.  Also in 1972 Alice took on yet another new title—

“Chapter Historian” and rounded out her serving as the chair of the Nomination Committee in 1989.   

 

It was during her time as Dean, she attended many meetings about the pipe organ for the new Milwaukee music hall.  These 

meetings, as time consuming as they were, Alice was a cheerleader for this project to become a reality.  At a January 23, 1965 

Executive Board meeting the Guild recommended donating $1,000.00 toward the new pipe organ.  Always thinking ahead, she 

shared the following in the February 1965 PipeNotes.  “If all goes well we may hope to see an organ installed in the Milwaukee 

music hall about 3 years from now.  It is none too soon to be thinking of the larger problems involved in keeping this instrument 

in use after it is installed.”  She shared along with maintenance of the instrument installed; there were other areas to have in 

place.  For starters, there was the present rental fee estimate of $600.00 to open the hall for a recital, the subsidizing of 

performances, investigating whether foundations or music patrons from communities might be interested in providing a 

subsidy.   Always thinking ahead, Alice suggested commissioning a new composition to be performed on this organ which 

“would help to publicize the organ project and develop more interest in hearing recitals in the new hall.”  She closed her 

sharing with “this may well be the most significant community project in which our chapter has been involved. Ideas and 

suggestions from Guild members on how to proceed from here are always welcomed.” 

 

Alice became a regular contributor to PipeNotes with news on new members in 1976.  In May of 1982, with her skilled writing 

craft, she penned the chapter’s concise history which has been printed in many of the recital programs.  In 1984 Alice continued 

by sharing highlights from the archives of the early days of the Wisconsin Chapter in PipeNotes.  She shared the flavor of the 

group at that time, a very social as well as a musical group. 

Here is a sampling 

 
“A most interesting musical program was given at the Congregational Church 

on May 9th 1920, by the organist Carl Mueller, assisted by Arthur Arneke, Mrs. 

Hewitt Kirchner, and A. Markworth.  Mr. Holmes was the singer.  Many of the 

Guild remained after the concert to compliment Mr. Mueller and the other 

organists.” 

 

“The MacDowell Club invited the Guild to be their guests at the organ program 

which they gave at the Grand Avenue Methodist Church on March 22, 1921.” 

 
March 25th, 1922.  Once more Mr. and Mrs. Herman Uilhlein opened their 

beautiful and hospitable home to the members of the Guild.  Mr. Stebbens played some lovely and interesting numbers from 

manuscripts.  Mrs. Uihlein and Mrs. Mehl rendered some lovely songs. Mr. Vantine and Mrs. Kirchner played some organ 

numbers which added greatly to the artistic program. 

 
“December 30, 1922.  Mr. Vantine and Mrs. Jacobs entertained the Guild and friends at their home.  A most delicious supper 

was serviced and a program arranged by Miss Price followed.  The ‘headliners’ were a brass band and an orchestra.  We 

ended the ‘Perfect Day’ dancing.” 

 

From her PipeNotes sharing’s on the archives materials, she expanded and wrote a detailed article in the September 1984 issue 

of PipeNotes on “Music in the Jewish Service.”   It was a continuation of a series on Jewish Worship and Tradition with a prior 

article written by chapter member Gertrude Stillman.   
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Where and when did Alice’s interest in music begin?  With her father being a minister in the German Reform Church and her 

mother a church organist, it was not unusual that Alice would develop a musical taste.  With money tight she started taking 

piano lessons alternating with her brother who also wanted to learn piano. She had very little formal organ study, but did take 

some lessons with Herman Nott.  By age 13 she replaced her mother who was the church organist at a small church in Potter 

Wisconsin, playing on an old pump organ for fifty cents compensation.  For the most part she learned by listening and 

practicing. Alice set her sights on the Colleague exam taking some lessons from Hugo Gehrke, renting practice time from 

Kenwood Church and working out the technical part of the exam by herself!  Wow, what a gifted member we had in our midst.  

With the Colleague exam successfully achieved, Alice along with members Mary Peterson and Astrid Schumel led a panel 

discussion during the February 10, 1984 Skills and Resources evening on preparing for the various AGO exams.           

 

Gil Konkel interviewed Alice in the fall of 1989 and asked if she did any concert or recital work?  Her reply was “I don’t need 

that pressure” but was content with service playing.  Alice enjoyed being a “vagabond organist,” [aka substitute organist] 

instead of holding a position with a church. Her summers were her busiest times subbing for colleagues giving them an 

opportunity for well-deserved vacations.  Prior to vagabonding, she did serve for six years at Wauwatosa Congregational 

Church and eight years at Congregation Shalom.   

 

Alice’s spirit was exemplified in her ways of serving the church and the chapter.  From Gil’s interview he wrote. “Have you 

even watched her at any of the AGO functions? If so, you undoubtedly have noticed that she not only makes it a point to talk to 

the members she knows but also gets to meet the new or potential members attending the function.”  At the close of her 

interview with Gill, he asked Alice if she had any comments to share about the Milwaukee Chapter.  Alice said “I think it’s one 

of the finest chapters in AGO...It takes special people to get the events organized and a lot of people to work on various 

committees.  We have them!” 

 

With the many years of Alice’s continuous involvement in the Wisconsin and Milwaukee Chapter, there can be no doubt she 

was deserving of “Life Membership.”  Alice was awarded her new status during the 1973-1974 year.  I say it again, what a 

treasure of a member we had in our midst.  I am humbled and honored to share with Alice the title of “Chapter Historian.”     

 
 

P.S.  Along with Alice’s music interest, she was known to be seen wearing goggles, a helmet and a black leather jacket.  No she 

was not a member of “The Outlaws.” She was a person who enjoyed riding her motorcycle in the 3 seasons of Wisconsin and 

being an avid cross-country skier with her husband during the winter. 
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Organ Webinars on Teaching 
This six-week series takes place on  

Mondays at 4pm EDT (3 pm CDT) via Zoom. 
 

 
October 12th: Jonathan Hall FAGO, Presenter 

The New AGO Achievement Awards 

 
October 19th: Ann Laver, Presenter 

Improvisation for Beginning Organists 
 

 
October 26th: Don, Cook AAGO, Presenter: Group Organ 

Teaching Strategies 

 
 

November 2nd: Cathryn Wilkinson AAGO, Presenter 
Three Suites from the 18th to the 21st Centuries 

  

November 9th: Ann Labounsky FAGO, Presenter 
Improvisation and the Music of Jean Langlais 

 
 
 
 

 

AGO WORKSHOPS 

Saturday, October 17, 2020, 12 noon – 2:00 pm EDT. But I Need a Rohrschalmei! Understanding Tonal 
Design in Mainstream Traditional Church Instruments with Adam Pajan. This program will be livestreamed and 
will include a lecture component, a masterclass, and end with a performance by Adam. 

 
 

For more information about these webinars and the presenters 
Please visit: agohq.org/upcoming-ago-webinars/ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzZrCyImiL71r9c4NFs_Vhg
https://www.agohq.org/upcoming-ago-webinars/

