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Dean’s Column 

Larry Wheelock 
 

For most of us the summer-season is two-thirds over. The June wedding blitz is 
long past, and the AGO National Convention with its sweltering D.C. heat is a 
melting memory. The POE is behind us, even as we enjoy its afterglow and the 
accolades from parents and students alike. Many of us have found our way to 
camps and workshops, various denominational conventions and programs, and 
still others are enjoying the ‘busy-season’ as substitutes. Whatever filled your 
summer, I hope that you have found an opportunity for recreation and re-
creation. As summer wanes and fall approaches the relaxed pace will quicken 
and we will find ourselves with full schedules and more besides. It is easy to get 
caught-up in the flurry of activity and to neglect to take advantage of 
opportunities for personal and professional re-charging.  

 
Your membership in the American Guild of Organists offers you an opportunity 
to remind yourself that you are not alone in your advocacy of music-making and 
your calling to (as the Rev. Peter Gomes put it so many years ago) “Create 
order from chaos.” The work of being a church musician or music teacher can 
feel very lonely at times. Few people know how much work is actually involved 
in creating the beauty which you offer your students and your congregations on 
a regular basis. May I remind you of the purpose of the American Guild of 
Organists as stated in the preamble to the Code of Ethics: The purpose of the 
American Guild of Organists is to promote the organ  in its historic and 
evolving roles, to encourage excellence in the perf ormance of organ and 
choral music, and to provide a forum for mutual support, inspiration,  
education,  and certification of Guild members. (Italics, mine) The Chapter 
exists to give support to its members, to share its considerable resources in 
talent and education to enable you to do what you do as well as you possibly 
can, and to inspire the members. I don’t know about you, but I often find myself 
rather short on inspiration as deadlines close-in and the holiday-season 
approaches.  

 
Why not give yourself a break and build some inspiration time into your 
schedule now? Go to your calendar right now and put the dates of the upcoming 
Chapter events there now -- (in pen if you dare!) Make a point of trying to keep 
those dates for your own support, inspiration and education with your colleagues 
from the Chapter. We know it is not always possible -- there are only 365 days 
in a year and “something’s-gotta-give,” but planning ahead to be a part of the 
Chapter programming will give you a better chance of being a part of what the 
Chapter has to offer. 

 
On a related subject: some of you have gotten so taken-up in your summer 
recreation that it appears to have slipped-by your notice that it is time to renew 
your membership. If you have not done so, please renew ASAP to avoid 
interruption of your newsletter and TAO subscription, and to help the Chapter 
meet its financial obligations. While you are writing that check, think of a friend 
who should be a part of the Chapter but is not and invite them along (as a guest) 
or, better yet, invite them to join.  

 
Please enjoy what is left of your summer and tell us all about it at the Choral 
Reading session on August 10 or at the Chapter Picnic on September 12th. I’ll 
be looking for you there. 
 

PipeNotes is Published Monthly submit information to the editor via email at, 
pneditor@agomilwaukee.org.  The Deadline is the 20th of the preceding month. 
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2011 

Martha Aslakson 
Brian Eggers 
Lee Erickson 

Fr. Tom Lijewski 
 

2012 
Kevin Bailey 

Charles Habeck 
Gene Traas 

Elizabeth Walloch 
 

Region VI Councilor 
Jan Kraybill CAGO, DMA 

Stillwell, KS 
jkraybill@cofchrist.org 

 
Education 

Jeffrey J. Verkuilen, AAGO 
Green Bay, WI 

jeffverkuilen@new.rr.com 
 

Professional Development  
Marlene C. Halstrom, CAGO 

Wichita, KS 
mhalstrom@cox.net 

 
Wisconsin District 

Convener 
Charles Q. Sullivan, MA 

Milwaukee, WI 
cqsmusic@hotmail.com 



 

August 2010 
 

4 (Wed) 12:15 Matthew Miller, Guitar 
The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 

812 N. Jackson 
Milwaukee, WI 

 
5 (Thurs) 12:15 Darik Mischke, Organ 

Lunchtime Organ Recital Series 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Wisconsin and Fourth Sts 

Watertown, WI 
 

8 (Sun) 3:00 William Kuhlman, Organ 
Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

5250 Justin Rd 
La Crosse, WI 

 

10 (Tues) 6:30 Choral Reading 
Session with  

Dr. Keith Hampton 
Co-Sponsored by  

AGO Milwaukee Chapter  
and Mount Carmel Lutheran  

8424 N. 84th St 
Milwaukee, WI 

 
11 (Wed) 12:15 Alexei Romanenko, Cello 

Christine Yoshikawa, Piano 
The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 

812 N. Jackson 
Milwaukee, WI 

 
12 (Thurs) 12:15 Adrian Smith, Organ 

Lunchtime Organ Recital Series 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Wisconsin and Fourth Sts 

Watertown, WI 
 
 
 

 
18 (Wed) 12:15 Mark Sikkla, Organ 

The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 
812 N. Jackson 
Milwaukee, WI 

 
22 (Sun) 2:00 Br. Jonathan Ryan, Organ 

St. John Cantius Church 
825 Carpenter St. 

Chicago, IL 
 

22 (Sun) 3:00 Louise Tempte, Organ 
Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

5250 Justin Rd 
La Crosse, WI 

 
25 (Wed) 12:15 Christopher Atzinger, Piano 

The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 
812 N. Jackson 
Milwaukee, WI 

 

September 2010 
 

12 (Sun) 2:00 Chapter Event 
Chapter Picnic and 

New Member Welcome 
The Cathedral Church 

Of All Saints 
818 E. Juneau Ave 

Milwaukee, WI 
 

19 (Sun) 3:00 Daniel Sullivan, Organ 
Organ Masters Series 

Wisconsin Lutheran College 
Center for Arts and Performance 

8815 W. Wisconsin Ave 
Milwaukee, WI 

Tickets are available for a discount 
 to AGO Members by calling the box office 

at 414.443.8802 
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Positions Available 
 

 

 

6/16/10 – Organist - Experienced organist/pianist needed for Trinity Lutheran Church in Kenosha, Wisconsin.  Part-time-10 
hours per week-2 Sunday AM services September-May, one in summer-accompany 1 Wednesday evening choir rehearsal during 
the year (6:30-7:30PM).  20 rank Wicks pipe organ/dynamic new pastor looking to expand music and worship possibilities/church 
leadership committed to growth and renewal 
Contact Director of Music Karen Gosselin at 262-694-5050 or kjgosselin@wi.rr.com.  
 

6/12/10 - Music Minister (Choir Director and Informal Worship Music Leader) - First English Lutheran Church , 
Whitewater, WI  welcomes applicants for a part-time position, September - May. FELC boasts a warm and enthusiastic 
congregation with a long and proud musical tradition. We love to sing, and are uplifted in worship by our beautiful Holtkamp 
organ, gifted singers, and talented instrumentalists. Choir Director duties include: Conduct the Senior Choir (sings weekly); 
coordinate with Music Director and Pastor to plan music that supports the liturgy. Informal Worship Music Leader duties include: 
play piano; coordinate the Praise Band and song leaders for one weekly service (Band plays 2-3 times per month). Please send 
resume and a letter of interest to secretary@felcww.org or contact Pastor Hanson (262-473-5076 or pastorsteve@felcww.org) 
with any questions.  

 
6/3/10 – Organist - St. Martin's Episcopal Church in Brown Deer is looking for an organist to play their Sunday service, 9:30 
am during the summer and 10:15 beginning in September.  For more information or to send a resume contact Rev. Oswald 
Bewchwa at 414.570.7165 or email obewchwa@yahoo.com or st.martinbrowndeer@sbcglobal.net.  The church address is 8401 
N. 60th St. Brown Deer, WI 53223. 

 
 

 
 
Election Results Announced at AGO National Convention in Washington, D.C. 
 

The AMERICAN GUILD OF ORGANISTS (AGO) announces a newly elected National Council for a 
term of two years, July 1, 2010–June 30, 2012. Election results were reported on Wednesday, July 7, 
during the AGO Annual Meeting, held in conjunction with the AGO National Convention in 
Washington, D.C. Members of the newly elected National Council include four national officers, four 
national councilors with portfolio, and nine regional councilors drawn from across the country. The 
non-voting executive director serves as an ex officio member of Council. 
 
PRESIDENT  
Eileen Guenther, DMA 
Vienna, Va. 
 
VICE PRESIDENT  
John Walker, FAGO, DMA 
Baltimore, Md. 
 
SECRETARY  
Lois Z. Toeppner, MM 
Westborough, Mass. 
 
TREASURER / COUNCILLOR 
FOR FINANCE AND 
DEVELOPMENT  
Calvert Johnson, DM 
Decatur, Ga. 

 
 
 
COUNCILLOR FOR 
EDUCATION  
Joyce Shupe Kull, FAGO, CHM, 
DMA 
Arvada, Colo. 
 
COUNCILLOR FOR 
COMPETITIONS AND NEW 
MUSIC  
David Vogels, CAGO, MM 
Greenwood Village, Colo. 
 

COUNCILLOR FOR 
CONVENTIONS  
Dennis Elwell, BMUS 
Ardmore, Pa. 
 
COUNCILLOR FOR 
PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT  
Marlene Hallstrom, CAGO, MM, 
MMUSED 
Wichita, Kans. 
 
REGION VI COUNCILLOR  
North Central  
Jan Kraybill, FAGO, DMA 
Independence, Mo
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From all accounts it seems that students, parents, faculty and 
volunteers were all feeling the "good vibrations" of this 
summer's Milwaukee POE 2010 held at Carroll University 
in Waukesha last week.  (July 18-23) Matthew Wahl, aged 
16 from Elgin, IL wrote on his Facebook page, "The 
Milwaukee POE was the most awesome experience of my 
life!" Jamie Watkins of Mukwonago, WI is already asking 
about the possibility of attending a POE next summer.   
Faculty member and performing artist, Chelsea Chen of 
New York City was overheard to say that this was the best 
of the POEs on which she has had the opportunity to serve 
as a faculty member.   
 
Much of the success of our week had to do with the 
dedicated and talented faculty our chapter was fortunate to 
pull together.  We owe a great deal of gratitude for our local 
faculty Martha Aslakson, Brian Eggers, Lee Erickson, 
Michael Hey (Waukesha native and a sophomore at Juilliard 
this coming fall) Joyce Ruck, Drew Rutz, John Schubring 
and Audrey Timm-Rhinehart.  Our guest faculty consisted 
of Charles Barland of the University of Dubuque, Chelsea 
Chen, performing artist and composer, Marilyn Schempp of 
Augustana College in Sioux Falls, SD, Wyatt Smith, a 
junior at University of South Dakota, Vermillion, and 
performing artist, Daniel Sullivan of Eau Claire, WI.   All of 
these faculty members were involved as teachers and 
performers.  Guest faculty performances were varied, 
inspiring and of the highest imaginable quality.  
 
Our faculty, staff and volunteers kept the students moving 
with a daily schedule of lessons, faculty presentations, daily 
meals and some coveted practice time (often lasting late into 
the evening) at the Schantz organ at Shattuck Auditorium.  
There were opportunities for worship, daily organ recitals at 
Carroll or at one of the many participating churches 
throughout the Milwaukee area.  There were organ 

demonstrations by David Beyer and Scott Riedel, organ 
crawls, and a Hymn Sing led by Bruce Bengtson.  There 
was a trip to Organ Piper Pizza to hear Ron Reseigh dazzle 
us with his virtuoso talents and even time for sampling 
Gilles famous frozen custard, a trip to Discovery World and 
a cookout hosted by Ss. Peter and Paul parishioners.   
 
The success of this weeklong event was only possible 
because of the efforts and dedication of so many members 
of our Milwaukee AGO chapter.  We are grateful to Phyllis 
Stringham for initiating the dream of having our chapter 
sponsor this event already several years ago. Although she 
has passed on, her presence was definitely felt during the 
week and during the course of our years of planning.  We 
are extremely grateful for the efforts our POE Task Force 
(Craig Bodoh, Charles Habeck, Mark Davidson, Fr. Tom 
Lijewski, Ingrid Pierson, Todd Anderson and David Beyer 
who spent many months and hours preparing for this week. 
We thank all of you who so generously contributed funds to 
make this week possible.  We thank all the many volunteers 
during the POE week who served as chaperones, bakers, 
librarians, registrars, van drivers and more. Finally, we all 
owe a big debt of thanks to our out going dean and POE Co-
Director, Larry Wheelock for his dedication and expertise 
on so many levels. Larry was instrumental in convincing 
National Headquarters that the Milwaukee AGO was up to 
the task and in selling the idea (to them and ourselves) 
through his many skills at organization, communication, 
attention to detail and his many practical skills like graphic 
design.  These talents were generously shared throughout 
the course of our planning and continued up to the closing 
day of the event.  Thank you, Larry!  And thank you 
Milwaukee AGO for an inspiring week and a job well done!  
 
-Tom Koester, POE Co-Director
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