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Dean’s Column 
John Schubring 

 
Spring is most often thought of as a time of change, growth and renewal.  The weather 
is starting to turn warmer, the grass turns green, the trees bud out waiting for their 
leaves, and flowers start to bloom.  Mother Nature surely does some of her best work in 
this season, of course it helps that for the last month we were looking at bare ground 
and dirty melting snow.  Then came the April showers that started to bring all the plants 
and flowers back to their spring growth.    
 
The AGO is much the same as nature.  This spring we had wonderful workshops in 
Wauwatosa that nurtured our time and talents, and an organ crawl to see some newer 
instruments in our area.  This month we will have our Members’ Recital at St. John’s 
Cathedral, showcasing some of the talent that our members possess and perhaps even 
inspire some of us to practice at least a little more than we currently are.   
 
While all of this is going on please don’t forget that it is also the renewal period for the 
AGO membership.  It is only through our members that we are able to sponsor 
workshops, recitals and organ crawls.  So please take a couple of minutes and renew 
your membership.  A form can be found either on the last page of this issue or on the 
website, www.agomilwaukee.org.  It is only through your membership that we can 
continue offering quality musical and educational programs to the metro Milwaukee 
area.   
 
See you at the Annual Meeting and Members’ Recital on May 2 beginning at 2:00!   
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Have you checked the website lately for the latest on the POE hosted by our 
Chapter?  If not we have added several new faculty members that include: 

 
Charles Barland 
Bruce Bengtson 
Chelsea Chen 

Marilyn Shemmp 
Daniel Sullivan 

 
We also have several of our own members who are serving as faculty.  

Watch PipeNotes and the website for more information as we get closer to the 
date. We will also be needing many chapter members as volunteers to make 

this event a success.  The POE committee is hard at work figuring out all of the 
little details and what volunteers will be needed.   Please check the website, 

www.agomilwaukee.org for more information on the POE. 
 
 

 
PipeNotes is Published Monthly submit information to the editor via email at, 
pneditor@agomilwaukee.org.  The Deadline is the 20th of the preceding month. 
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John Schubring 
414.727.6103 

chapter@agomilwaukee.org 
�
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Larry Wheelock 
414.763.0009 

llwheels@mac.com 
�
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Ingrid Pierson 
414.332.4818 

ispierson@hotmail.com 
�
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Steven Jensen 
414.540.0605 

SJJ0923@aol.com 
�
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David Beyer 

414.871.6307 
registrar@agomilwaukee.org 
�
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2010 

Todd Anderson 
Mark Davidson 

Thomas E. Koester 
2011 

Martha Aslakson 
Lee Erickson 

Fr. Tom Lijewski 
2012 

Kevin Bailey 
Charles Habeck 

Elizabeth Walloch 
 

Region VI Councilor 
Jan Kraybill CAGO, DMA 

Stillwell, KS 
jkraybill@cofchrist.org 

 
Education 

Jeffrey J. Verkuilen, AAGO 
Green Bay, WI 

jeffverkuilen@new.rr.com 
 

Professional Development  
Marlene C. Halstrom, CAGO 

Wichita, KS 
mhalstrom@cox.net 

 
Wisconsin District 

Convener 
Charles Q. Sullivan, MA 

Milwaukee, WI 
cqsmusic@hotmail.com 



 

May 2010 
 

2 (Sun) 2:00 Milwaukee Chapter 
Annual Meeting 

3:00 Members’ Recital 
Milwaukee Cathedral Organists 

Michael Batcho, Joseph Kucharski, Tedd 
King and Sr. Mary Jane Wagner 

The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 
812 N. Jackson St. 

Milwaukee, WI 
 

2 (Sun) 4:00 Prometheus Trio 
Benefit Concert 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
3022 W. Wisconsin Ave 

Milwaukee, WI 
 

12 (Wed) 7:30 A Night with Opus 54 
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary 

11831 N. Seminary Dr 
Mequon , WI 

 
13 (Thurs) 3:30 Solemn Eucharist 

Ascension Thursday 
The Cathedral Church of All Saints 

818 E. Juneau Ave 
Milwaukee, WI 

 
14 (Fri) 7:30 Dudly Birder Chorale of  

St. Norbert College 
Walter Theater 

Albert Pennings Hall of Fine Arts 
St. Norbert College 

De Pere, WI 
 

15 (Sat) 7:30  The Milwaukee Symphony  
Orchestra – Brown County Music Assoc. 

Ralph Holter Auditorium 
Green Bay West High School 

966 Shawano Ave 
Green Bay, WI 

 
15 (Sat) 7:30 Dudly Birder Chorale of  

St. Norbert College 
Walter Theater 

Albert Pennings Hall of Fine Arts 
St. Norbert College 

De Pere, WI 
 

 
16 (Sun) 3:00 Gregory Hand, Organ 

First Congregational Church 
801 Bushnell St. 

Beloit, WI 
 

16 (Sun) 3:00 Wyatt Smith, Organ 
Luther Memorial Church 

1021 University Ave 
Madison, WI 

 
16 (Sun) 4:30 Nathan Laube, Organ 

St. Jerome’s Catholic Church 
995 S. Silver Lake St. 

Oconomowoc, WI 
 

20 (Thurs) 12:15 Third Thursday Concert 
With Tongues of Fire, Wyatt Smith, Organ 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 
 

21 (Fri) 7:30 Alexander Platt and the Waukesha 
Symphony Orchestra, Woodwind Quintet 

St. Matthias Episcopal Church 
111 E. Main St 
Waukesha, WI 

 
30 (Sun) 2:00 Duo Organ Recital 

Nathan Laube and Br. Jonathan Ryan 
St. John Cantius Church 

825 Carpenter St. 
Chicago, IL 

 

June 2010 
 

6 (Sun) 3:00 David Newman, Piano 
First Congregational Church 

801 Bushnell St 
Beloit, WI 

 
6 (Sun) 3:30 Choral Evensong 
Second Sunday after Pentecost 

The Cathedral Church of All Saints 
818 E. Juneau Ave 

Milwaukee, WI 
 

19 (Sat) 7:30 Francisco Roldán 
Classical Guitar 

St. Matthias Episcopal Church 
111 E. Main St. 
Waukesha, WI 
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Positions Available  

3/19/10 – Organist - Our Saviors Lutheran Church - West Bend, WI.: Organist, 7-15 Hrs/week.  Sunday 8:15am service. Rehearse with 
Senior Choir (Time not listed) 3 manual Allen Renaissance organ, and Yamaha 7 ft grand piano. Salary not listed. Download a more complete 
job description HERE 
Contact: Kevin Peters: 414-358-7435 or,  KPeters@directs.com 

3/10/10 – Organist - Luther Memorial Church , 2840 South 84th Street, West Allis, is in search of an organist/keyboardist starting April, 
2010.  The church is open to substitute organists or individuals desiring to play on a temporary basis.  The position will eventually become 
permanent.  Services begin at 9 a.m. on Sunday mornings.  Please contact the church office at 414-541-3790   (e-mail 
luther.memorial@sbcglobal.net), or Mary Anne Harris, music director, at 414-257-0681 (maharris2001@sbcglobal.net). 

2/8/10 - Director of Music - Christ the King Lutheran Church  (ELCA), Delafield is seeking a part-time Director of Music to enhance the 
worship services and create an environment of spiritual worship through music.  The congregation is experiencing new growth and has a large 
number of musically talented volunteers, along with a rich musical heritage.  The position includes the following:  leadership in worship and 
music programs, working jointly with the senior pastor and other staff on worship planning and scheduling, director of the adult choir, and 
recruiter/coach of ensembles.  Ideal candidate will collaborate with the congregation and staff and demonstrate an entrepreneurial spirit and 
enthusiasm about growing the music program at Christ the King. A degree in music, experience and skills in vocal and ensemble conducting 
are highly desirable.  Start date is May 1, 2010 or sooner.  Resumes should be sent to wkrenz@wi.rr.com.  Inquiries may be made to Trisha 
Seely (262) 370-2417 or ergo@wi.rr.com.  Visit www.ctkdelafield.org for a job description. 

1/20/10 – Organist - The Christian Science Church (99th & Good Hope) is seeking an organist under one of three options. #1 – permanent 
Sunday organist (10:30 a.m.); practice with soloist at 9:40 a.m. Play prelude, postlude, offertory, 3 hymns, and accompany soloist. No choir.  
#2 – permanent Sunday & Wednesday organist (7 p.m.). Same duties on Wed. but no offertory or solo. #3 – Sunday organist but choosing 1 
or 2 Sundays per month. Two-manual 1980s Allen Organ. Salary negotiable. Contact gdrescher2001@yahoo.com 

 

 

A NIGHT WITH OPUS 54 
How do you design a mechanical action pipe organ and how do you build it? 

Why would you want a mechanical action organ and how would you purchase it? 
 

Two senior students at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary in Mequon, have answers for those questions and many others.  In a 
fascinating sight and sound presentation, they tell the story of Opus 54, installed in their school chapel in 1991 by the Martin 
Ott Pipe Organ Company of St. Louis.  The documentary revolves around the people who made a dream become a reality: the 
organ builder and his craftsmen, the organ consultant, the original organ committee chairman, and the musicians who have 
made the instrument come alive.  Of film competition quality, Opus 54 is a must see for teachers, musicians, and organ 
aficionados.  There’s more than dry information here; there’s creativity and passion for what Mozart called “the king of 
instruments.” 
 
The 90 minute presentation will be debuted at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary on Wednesday, May 12, at 7:30 p.m. with a 
question and answer session following.  There is no admission charge.  Find more information about the event at 
www.wls.wels.net. 
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Brian Eggers - Brian Eggers, a native of Milwaukee, is currently the Director of Liturgy and Music at Ss. Peter and Paul 
Catholic Church in Milwaukee. Previous to Ss. Peter and Paul, Brian served as Music Minister for five years at Immaculate 
Conception Catholic Church in Durham, NC and previous to that served for 4 years at Immaculate Conception in Milwaukee, 
WI.  Brian studied at the former Northwestern College in Watertown, Wisconsin and also studied at Wisconsin Lutheran 
Seminary, graduating with a Master’s of Divinity. He has studied music with the late Prof. Franklin Zabell, Prof. William 
Birsching, Bethel Zabell,  and Prof. James Tiefel.  He has been involved in worship music/liturgy planning for over 20 years. 
Brian  is currently a member of the Milwaukee Archdiocesan Choir, an active member of ALMA(Archdiocesan Liturgical 
Ministers Association), NPM, AGO, and ACDA. He attributes his passion for music and liturgy, especially, choral music to the 
late Rev. Kurt Eggert, and passion for great organ literature to Ms. Mary Prange and Ms. Lynn Kozlowski.  Having returned to 
Milwaukee, he looks forward to actively participating in the organ/choral music scene in the area and reconnecting with old 
friends and colleagues.  In his free time he enjoys reading, shopping for antiques and Christmas decorations, especially crèches, 
and spending time with his friends and family. 
 

Nicole (Strickland) Moritz - Nicole Moritz holds both bachelor's and master's degrees in Church Music from Bob Jones 
University, where her principal instrument was piano, and where she also studied violin, voice and organ.  As a graduate 
assistant, Ms. Moritz produced 5 CD's for the Bob Jones University Press with a select children's choir for which she composed 
music. Later, she taught music classes and academics to grades 1-6, while continuing to teach private piano and voice.   

Presently she serves as Music Director for Pilgrim Lutheran Church in Wauwatosa, Wisconsin. Her duties include directing the 
senior choir, arranging for special music, and playing organ for bi-weekly services. She is a member of the American Guild of 
Organists and the American Choral Directors' Association. In her spare time, she sings with the Master Singers of Milwaukee 
under the direction of Eric Townell.  

James Stoebe - Jim started playing for church services in Milwaukee in the early 1970's at Reformation Lutheran Church. He 
was assistant organist until 1987 when he was sent to Incarnation Lutheran Church in Milwaukee. Jim studied organ under Mr. 
Ray Frank for 10 years taking a break when he enrolled at UWM.  Jim is presently employed full time as Parts Manager & IT 
Manager at Suburban Motors Harley-Davidson in Thiensville where he has worked since 1984. Jim is active in his church not 
only as organist but also serving as property committee chair, serving on the finance committee and holding a seat on the 
church council. He also is an officer of Elmrook Lodge354, F & A M of Wisconsin and servers as organist at the Humphrey 
Masonic Center.  In addition to being a member of the AGO, he also is active in the ALCM (Association of Lutheran Church 
Musicians) and is a member of OHS.  Jim has been presenting an ongoing concert series consisting of 4 concerts per year on 
the pipe organ at Incarnation starting 5 years ago. This past year he also developed a joint concert series with the musicians at 
Reformation Lutheran.  
 
Gene Traas – Gene Traas is the Organist and Choirmaster of Trinity Episcopal Church in Wauwatosa. He also directs the 
Clarinet Ensemble at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Menomonee Falls. 
He holds degrees from William Paterson University of New Jersey and New Brunswick (NJ) Theological Seminary. He has 
studied with John R. Rodland, Donald McDonald, and David Drinkwater. 
Gene spearheaded the Episcopal Diocese of Milwaukee's Organ Project 2002, which offered year-long organ study to area 
Episcopalian pianists who have transitioned to organ in their parishes without formal organ study. 
He has held music posts in Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Reformed and Presbyterian churches, as well as a Reform synagogue. 
Gene has one published hymn tune, Rodland, which was published in the Reformed Church in America hymnal Rejoice in the 
Lord. 
He plays a number of instruments other than organ with varying degrees of success, and thus arranges music, as needed, for 
handbell choir and miscellaneous ensembles. 
Gene also occasionally performs live music for silent films. Trinity's occasional October showings of Phantom of the Opera 
have developed a modest following over the years. Most recently he accompanied Fritz Lang's Metropolis, learning the score 
by ear and basing his accompaniment on themes on the score. 
Always seeking further education, he recently earned his commercial pilot certificate—not much of a stretch, when you 
consider that other mass of metal, wire and wood we control with our hands and feet—and is currently studying to become a 
flight instructor. 
Gene lives in Milwaukee with his wife, Laura, a Laboratory Evaluation Officer for the State of Wisconsin, and three cats. 
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